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We are living in an era with changes occurring more quickly than we can keep up with. 

Just as we think we've mastered one technology, they come out with a new version, and 

the one we have become accustomed to is suddenly obsolete.  

Our children and grandchildren are learning differently than we did, they are consuming 

information from countless sources and at a very rapid pace, and this influences what 

they expect from social, educational, and cultural programs, and the very ways in which 

they think.  

In this fast-paced world, it is essential that our programs and structures meet the needs 

of this very unique population, a population that we have only begun to understand.  If we 

are to succeed in our mission as an Agency, we too need to change and be as flexible and 

fluid as this generation.    

 work around the world has taught us that "the old way" – the way we 

experienced it – is just not good enough. We at  have developed expertise in how 

to educate and engage today's young adults, particularly around the subjects of Israel, 

Jewish Peoplehood, and Jewish Identity.  

With the tools and strategies we have developed,  is working with all the Units of 

the Jewish Agency to ensure that all programs maximize the wisdom, ingenuity and 

technology of our times.  

Thank you for joining us for " " 

 

Chair of Makom Committee 
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Elisheva is an Olah from New York now living in Jerusalem. She 

holds a B.A. in Psychology and Jewish History from Bar Ilan 

University, and an M.A. in Nonprofit Management and 

Philanthropy Studies from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

As an educator, Elisheva coordinated gap year programming for 

Bnei Akiva for three years, and ran summer leadership courses 

for teens.  

She worked in the Jerusalem nonprofit sector for several years, and joined Makom in 2010 to 

integrate these two passions: Jewish education and nonprofit leadership.  

She can be reached at elishevak@jafi.org  

 

Vadim is an historian and activist in the fields of Jewish Education 

and Civil Society in Israel. Formerly, Vadim headed JAFI’s Education 

Department in St. Petersburg, Russia, and served as Executive 

Director to the nonprofit “1+1: Association of Immigrant Youth.” 

Vadim has also participated in the GVANIM program for pluralism 

and leadership, as well as the JDC-ELKA Mashmaut training 

program for Directors-General of Voluntary Organizations.  

He is a Board Member of ‘Be Free Israel’ (‘IsraelHofsheet’), a member of the Content Committee, 

Limmud-FSU, and one of the founders of the ‘1.5 Generation – Russian-speaking Israelis’. He lives in 

Ramat-Gan with Roman and their daughter, Danielle.  

He can be reached at vadimbl@jafi.org  

. 

mailto:elishevak@jafi.org
mailto:vadimbl@jafi.org
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Shlomit Naim-Naor is a Jewish Educator, Poet and a 

Feminist.Shlomit was the Jewish Agency Shlicha to London, 

Assistant Director of Melitz and the Chair of the Israeli Batei 

Midrash Network. She is a Board Member of Ne`emanei Tora 

v`Avodah, and a member of the editorial boards of  the `Deot` 

periodical  and `Mashiv Haruch` poetry magazine.  Shlomit holds 

a Master’s degree in creative writing and a B. A. in Philosophy & 

Hebrew Literature. 

 Her writings are published in various magazines in Israel and the USA. Shlomit lives in Jerusalem 

with her husband Nissimmi and their daughters Aviyah Tzhali and Ma`ayan Miriam.  

She can be reached at ShlomitN@jafi.org  

Yonatan lectures widely in the fields of Contemporary Jewry and 

Experiential Education. He has taught in public school, university 

and in adult and travel settings. Yonatan studied history and 

education at universities and is a graduate of both the Institute 

for Youth Leaders and of the Jerusalem Fellows. He has held senior 

policy-making positions at the Mandel Leadership Institute, the 

United Jewish Israel Appeal, Melitz and the Israel Experience.  

He is an Associate Fellow of the Institute for Jewish Policy Research.  

He can be reached at yonatana@jafi.org  

Makom: Israel. In Real Life. 
 

  T : Israel +972-2-621-6059 E: makom@jafi.org 
 

www.makomisrael.org | facebook.com/makomisrael | @makomisrael 

mailto:ShlomitN@jafi.org
mailto:yonatana@jafi.org
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Scott and Ronit Copeland came on Aliyah in 1987 from Young Judaea. 

Their daughter Yael recently completed her IDF service. Scott holds a B.A. 

from Brandeis University in Judaic Studies, and an M.A. from Hebrew 

University's Institute of Contemporary Jewry. Scott is also a graduate of 

the Mandel Jerusalem Fellows, a prestigious leadership development 

center for the Jewish educational world.  

Scott is the founding director of the Institute for Tour Educators – a training academy aimed at 

cultivating informal Jewish educators for Taglit-Birthright Israel. Immediately prior to taking on this role, 

Scott was Makom’s Director of Israel Travel Education.  Scott has published on line for the Jewish Agency, 

at Jewishlearning.com, in Shma, in Zeek, and in Blätter für Deutsche und Internationale Politik. His article 

on the vision and practice of Israel Travel Education appears in the Springer Press Handbook of Jewish 

Education.  Scott served as a reserve officer with the IDF Spokesperson's Bureau. . scottc@taglitbri.com   

Roi Abecassis lives in Modiyin, married and has four children. He grew 

up in Kadumim, Samaria and is a graduate of Kfar Haroeh and the 

Hesder program at Yeshivat Har Etzion which combines advanced 

Talmudic studies with military service in Israel Defense Forces (IDF). 

He served in a combat unit of the IDFs' Golani Brigade.  

A qualified lawyer and holds a master's degree (M.A.) in Political Science from the Bar Ilan University. 

Following his studies at the yeshiva, Roi started working at World Bnei Akiva as a Madrich (Youth 

Leader), serving as Leader of Overseas Camps and One Year Program Coordinator. Roi served for three 

years as Bnei Akiva and Jewish Agency's central shaliach in Scandinavia. For four years, Roi held the 

position of CEO of WZO 's Hagshama Department and was  responsible for WZO's student activities. Roi 

functioned for four and half years as World Bnei Akiva's Deputy Mazkal (Deputy CEO )   and two months 

ago was elected as World Bnei Akiva Mazkal (CEO). roi@bneiakiva.net  

 

mailto:scottc@taglitbri.com
mailto:roi@bneiakiva.net
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Before making Aliyah, worked in Kharkiv (Ukraine) JAFI 

Youth and Students club for five years, first as a 

counselor (madrich), then as a Head of the club. After 

moving to Israel in 1998 continued to participate in all 

the kindes of Jewish activities, such as Jewish summer 

and winter camps in Russia, Ukraine, Belorussia and 

Azerbaijan (as Israeli counselor), JAFI's special donation 

trip to Jewish communities in the USA and Canada, etc.  

Worked as educational consultant of Israel Student Authority, Ministry of Immigrant 

Absorption. In 2004 - 2006 worked as Youth and Students emissary (shaliach) in JAFI 

office in Kishinev, Moldova. Currently taking part in Limmud FSU Israel as Organizing 

committee member and Program committee member.                   genamf@yahoo.com  

Sara joined the Masa Israel team as 

 this past February, after a 

four-year tenure as Head of Marketing Content at The 

Jewish Agency.  Before life in non-profit, she was an 

independent marcom and content consultant (mostly 

digital), working with both established corporations 

and startups, which are still a passion of hers. 

She has also worked as a journalist in the fields of culture, lifestyle, and hi -tech, and was 

a blogger (the-word-well.com and timesofisrael.com) before everyone was a blogger.  

A veteran olah ('93), Sara holds a degree in Psychology and English. She is the mother of 

four boys, ages 10-21, which means that she washes a lot of Millennial laundry. 

SaraE@masaisrael.org  

, Shlichim Unit, 

Jewish Agency for Israel. Has been working with 

Shlichim & Jewish communities for over 5 years. A 

former Community Shlicha at the Jewish 

community Federation of Richmond, VA. 

Dana has a B.A. in Israel Studies and Behavioral Sciences and working on her 

M.A. in Contemporary Jewry. A graduate of Beit Hatfutsot’s International School 

for Jewish Peoplehood Studies Educators Program.                      DanaRa@jafi.org  

mailto:genamf@yahoo.com
mailto:SaraE@masaisrael.org
mailto:DanaRa@jafi.org
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Rakezet Hadracha (National Head 

Counselor) is a former Jewish 

Agency Shlicha to the Conservative 

Movement in the UK (2007-2010.) 

Led the Educational Department in 

Noam (conservative youth 

movement) and worked for Hillel in 

Israel as Project Manager.  

Reli has a BA in Criminology from Bar-Ilan University and an MA in 

Political and Public Leadership from Tel Aviv University. She is part 

of the Youth Movement world since Fourth grade and is a great 

believer in the power of non-formal education on Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world.) She takes great efforts in to promoting 

pluralism and critical thinking and is always inspired by Jewish 

tradition. Reli is part of the team who created  " Hamasa BaZofim  "– 

the new Zofim Educational Program and in her current role she 

mentors regional counselors, run Hadracha trainings and develops 

educational resources.                                       reli@zofim.org.il  

  

operating 8 centers in Universities 

and colleges across the country. 

Prior to this position, Alon served 

as Director of Israel Operations for 

MASA - a joint project of the 

Israeli Government and the Jewish 

Agency, as the Executive Director  

of the WUJS Institute in Arad – an Israel program for college 

graduates from around the world and as a Central Shaliach (Israeli 

representative) in New York, serving as educational resource for 

pro-Israel students on North American campuses.  Alon is a 

frequent speaker on topics of Jewish Peoplehood, Identity and 

leadership and on Israeli society and culture. He was born in Tel-

Aviv, raised in Jerusalem and served as an officer in the IDF. Alon is 

43, holds an MA degree in communications and Journalism from 

the Hebrew University and resides in Tel-Aviv with his wife Joni 

and their 3 children. alonf@hillelisrael.org  
 

mailto:reli@zofim.org.il
mailto:alonf@hillelisrael.org
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Born in Tallinn, Estonia, Roman 

immigrated to Israel in 1991. A 

graduate of Hebrew University’s 

Department of International 

Relations and Journalism,  

Roman was a press attaché in the Knesset, headed the press 

service of the Jewish Agency in St Petersburg, and 

represented the Department of Education of the Jewish 

Agency in the Baltic States.     romankogan@hotmail.com 

 

Ilan is currently the 

Educational Director of 

Onward Israel. In the 4 

years before this, Ilan 

managed several 

educational projects for 

Masa and was a city 

coordinator for the Israel  
 

Teaching Fellows program. Prior to this he trained in 

London UK, specializing in adult education, where he 

worked in the field until relocating to Israel in 2010. 

Shortly after, Ilan helped to found an independent 

evening school in Tel Aviv that provides skills and 

language training to support immigrants from various 

backgrounds. After standing down as pedagogical 

director to come and work for Onward, he continues 

to provide consultancy. Ilan recently finished an MA in 

Immigration and Social Integration, and currently lives 

in Tel Aviv. IlanL@jafi.org  

mailto:romankogan@hotmail.com
mailto:IlanL@jafi.org
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Sarah is the  

(Machon Le'Madrichim) and the Global Leadership Institute at the 

Jewish Agency for Israel.  Sarah holds degrees from The London School 

of Economics and Political Science and The Hebrew University.  Sarah is 

also an alumnus of the Melton Senior Educator’s Program at the Hebrew 

University and is more recently a graduate of two Harvard Executive 

Leadership Development Programs.  

Sarah has directed programs in Israel and the Jewish world including a five year placement as the Director 

of Israel Engagement for the Jewish Agency at UJA Federation of Greater Toronto where she established a 

community-wide strategy for Israel Engagement and founded the Young Emissary Program. In this period, 

Sarah served on the international faculty of MAKOM.  Sarah was awarded the Jewish Agency’s ‘Emissary of 

Excellence’ prize in 2010. Sarah is a member of the Taglit International Education Committee and of the 

Harvard Kennedy Schools' Adaptive Leadership Alumni Network. Sarah is married to Matanya and lives in 

Jerusalem with their four children.    Sarahm@jafi.org  

 

 at the Global Leadership 

Institute of the Jewish Agency for Israel, is an educator and 

anthropologist specializing in the fields of Jewish education, Israel 

engagement and community development. She graduated from the 

Hebrew University in the departments of Sociology & Anthropology 

and Latin American & Spanish studies, where she is currently  

completing her master in Jewish Education at the Melton Center. Michal worked as Maccabi World Union 

and the Jewish Agency for Israel central Shlicha in Europe, was based in Budapest and worked with 

Maccabi organizations across Europe in fields of education, leadership training and organizational 

development. At the Global Leadership institute Michal is MiNYanim educational coordinator, Shevet 

(alumni shinshinim of Toronto) senior coordinator and member of the Global leadership 

faculty.  MichalLe@jafi.org  

 

mailto:Sarahm@jafi.org
mailto:MichalLe@jafi.org
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Ruthi works for the Jewish Agency for Israel as the deputy director of 

Israel Fellows program. She served as a Shlicha in New York in the last 

two years at the same job. Ruthi holds an MA in the Program of 

Contemporary Jewry from Bar Ilan University and specializes in the 

"Identity and Transnationalism of the second generation of Israeli 

immigrants in the United States". 

In the past 15 years Ruthi has been involved in a variety of organizations in the Jewish world. Among 

them the director of "Atid- the International Partnership of Pluralistic Zionist Youth Movements", the 

director of Informal education at the International School for Jewish Peoplehood Studies at Beit 

Hatfutsot, the educational director of New York region in Young Judaea and involvement with Garin 

Tzabar worldwide.   RuthiM@jafi.org  

Michal is a coordinator for the shinshin – young emissaries program 

at the Shlichut and Israel Fellows unit in the Jewish Agency for Israel.  

Michal holds a Bachelor's and Master's degrees from The Hebrew 

University, and was awarded three times with the Shtern Award for 

excellence.  Michal has directed the educational department in the 

Jerusalem's Rape crisis Center; A center of the non-profit "Education 

for Excellence" in Givat Olga; and served as the Israel Center director 

and community Shlicha at the Milwaukee Jewish Federation, through 

the Jewish Agency Shlichut program.   

Michal is married to Ro'ee and lives in Kfar-Adumim with their three children.  MichalMak@jafi.org  

mailto:RuthiM@jafi.org
mailto:MichalMak@jafi.org
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Rabbi Werchow was born in Argentina and made Aliyah with her family 

as a child. She graduated from The Hebrew University with a BA in 

Political Science and Literature and a MARE in Jewish Education from 

HUC-JIR NY. She was ordained by the Israeli Rabbinic Program at HUC-

JIR in Jerusalem. Yehudit is the Director of Education for Masa Israel 

Journey.  

Formerly she served as the Director of Israel Engagement for the Union for Reform Judaism in North 

America. Yehudit served as the Jewish Agency's Senior Shlicha for the Reform Movement in North 

America and as Shlicha for the Movement for Reform Judaism in the UK. Prior to her Shlichut to the 

URJ Yehudit worked in Merkaz Maase, a leading Israeli social organization. JudithW@masaisrael.org  

Ilan was born in New Jersey and moved to Israel in 1986 after years of 

activity in the Young Judaea youth movement. Upon arriving in Israel, 

he helped found the Keren Kolot Educational Seminar at Kibbutz Ketura, 

wrote a text book for teaching English at the high school level, and then 

went on to be the head of the Education Committee on Kibbutz 

Yotvata, and supervisor of Civics at the regional high school. In 1996, he 

worked as an emissary  for college students in North America on behalf 

of Hadassah.  

From 2002 until 2004 he directed the Jewish Agency Department of Education's global student 

activities, and then returned to the United Sates as the Jewish Agency's representative to Hillel and 

Student Affairs in North America. Beginning in August, 2007 he served as the director of the Jewish 

Agency's educational efforts in North America and directed MAKOM, the Israel Engagement Network in 

North America. Ilan returned to Israel in 2009, continuing his work as the Director of the Jewish 

Agency's North American regional office and then as head of the Unit for Israel Experiences. Ilan was 

involved with the founding of Onward Israel and has been its Executive Director since its creation in 

2012.  Ilan lives In Modiin with his wife Shoshi and two children, Amit and Adi, and their beloved dog, 

Eddie. If you meet Ilan, be sure to say a kind word about the Boston Red Sox. IlanW@jafi.org  

 

mailto:JudithW@masaisrael.org
mailto:IlanW@jafi.org
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Director of the Department of Jewish Identity and Hebrew in the 

FSU of the Jewish Agency. From 1996-2002 she was Deputy Director of 

“Milah” - the Jerusalem Institute for Education. Her professional 

interests include the methodology of Hebrew teaching, Jewish history 

and tradition, and the history of Jerusalem in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. She is Chair of the Limmud FSU Israel Program Committee. 

RinaZ@jafi.org  

mailto:RinaZ@jafi.org
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Makom: Israel. In Real Life. 
 

  T : Israel +972-2-621-6059 E: makom@jafi.org 
 

www.makomisrael.org | facebook.com/makomisrael | @makomisrael 

o
. 

 
 trains leaders and creates educational content to embrace the vibrant 

complexity of Israel: The People and the Place. 

 
Non-partisan yet passionate, our expert team offers a cutting-edge approach 

to rich, meaningful, experiential Israel education. We empower educators, 

rabbis, activists, arts and community leaders to articulate a compelling vision, 

and provide the tools to make it happen in practice. The content we create 
for leaders enables them to craft honest programming that sparks and forges 

Jewish commitment. 

 

o  has developed some 1000 educational units available on 
www.makomisrael.org. We have delivered training and enrichment seminars 
for tens of thousands of educators, and consulted for hundreds of leaders, 

institutions, and communities around the world. 

 
 

http://www.makomisrael.org/
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