
 We drove to a small Palestinian village 

where we picked up our guide, as he did not 

have a working permit to enter Jerusalem. I 

had, perhaps naively, never realised that 

Palestinians were not actually allowed in 

Israeli territory without a permit. Certainly 

safety is the motive behind this law, but the 

notion that our tour guide, a 34 year old 

man, who lives in Bethlehem, had only been 

to Jerusalem 6 times in his life was crazy   ]…[  

Our first stop in Ramallah was Arafat’s 

tomb. Behind the tomb, they were 

constructing an extravagant building which 

was due to open as an Arafat museum 

within the next year. On our way to the 

tomb, we had passed a few refugee camps. 

Though these camps were no longer full of 

unstable tents and were now secure 

buildings with electricity and water, they 

were still classed as refugee camps, despite 

them in reality being more like poor 

neighbourhoods.  

 

My dad asked how the Palestinian 

government could spend the money on such 

a lavish building when the refugee problems 

were still prominent just down the road. The 

tour guide’s response was somewhat 

surprising; or maybe it was his honesty 

which astounded me. He said that quite 

frankly, the Palestinian government did not 

care about the refugee camps. Despite my 

amazement at his candid response, I 

appreciated that he didn’t pretend that his 

government was flawless.  

 

Are you surprised that Amari refugee camp has no tents? 
(Image: Mahmoud Illean, 2012) 

He said that quite frankly, the Palestinian 

government did not care about the refugee 

camps. Despite my amazement at his candid 

response, I appreciated that he didn’t pretend 

that his government was flawless.” 

Are you amazed? Are you appreciative? 

 

Liora reckons it is “crazy” that the tour guide could not visit 

Jerusalem without a permit. How would you describe his situation? 

 

Do you agree with Liora, that “safety is the motive behind this”? 
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I queried why he still wanted to be considered a 

refugee on his ID card, despite living comfortably in 

Bethlehem. He said that one day, a solution might 

occur whereby all the people with refugee status on 

their cards will be returned to the place of their 

ancestors and origins. I understood this to an 

extent. However, it still bothered me that each 

person with refugee status on their ID card was 

contributing to the numbers of refugees publicised 

to the world. The high percentages that UNRWA 

claim may be ideologically true but false in reality. 

[…] He did not shy away from his views on the 

‘settlers;’ the suffocation of the IDF in Palestinian 

territory; the racist checkpoints; the fascist right 

wing government; the injustice of the relocation of 

water supply to the surrounding settlements. He 

claimed that if all the settlements were abolished 

tomorrow, there would be immediate peace. 

[…] As the conversation ensued, it became evident 

that he did not differentiate between the ‘occupied 

territories’ and the rest of Israel proper, deeming the 

whole land, occupied. When I called him up on this, 

he once again conveniently dodged the question. 

[…] A world where he cannot enter any part of 

Israel without a permit; where he has to travel to 

Jordan in order to fly to another country and one 

where despite believing that Israel has no right to 

exist, is forced to use the shekel as his currency. He 

is constrained by constant reminders that his life is 

at the hands of the Israelis. Though it was painful 

for me to hear his point of view, these facts cannot 

be ignored. 

I was fascinated by watching regular life go by in 

Ramallah. I had expected the whole city to be 

underprivileged, dirty, violent; but in truth, if you 

replaced the Arabic writing on the shops, the centre 

of town could have easily been downtown Netanya. 

 

Area Liora refers to 

as “Israel proper” 
“Occupied 

territories” 

Laura refers to “facts”, and insists they 
“cannot be ignored” 

Do you agree with her? Why? Why not? 
She found it “painful” to  hear his point of 

view. Do you? 

Downtown Ramallah 

“UNRWA, the organisation created specifically to handle 
the Arab refugees from Palestine from the 1947-1949 
Arab-Israel war… automatically registers descendants of 
the original refugees from the war as refugees 
themselves in perpetuity. For Palestinians, uniquely, 
refugeeness is an hereditary trait. …If the descendants of 
the Arab refugees from the Arab-Israeli war were treated 
like all other refugees… they would not quality for 
refugee status because almost all of them (upward of 80 
per cent) are either citizens of a third country… or they 
live in the places where they were born and expect to 
have a future …  
No other people in the world are registered 
as refugees while being citizens of another 
country or territory…” 
(Dr Einat Wilf) 

 

Do you think that “if all the settlements were abolished 
tomorrow, there would be immediate peace”?  
 
Why? Why not? 
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Instead of the half an hour journey 

that it should take from Ramallah to 

Hebron, we had to take the alternative 

route as our guide was Palestinian and 

could not travel on the regular roads 

without being checked. The journey 

was therefore an hour and a half. 

America had donated money for these 

alternative roads to be built as 

Palestinians were infuriated by the 

constant checkpoints they faced. 

Truthfully, having separate roads made 

me feel uncomfortable. 

He claimed that if there was no 

religion, people would treat each other 

like human beings. Because that’s 

what we all are at the end of the day. 

With Harova, we’d had a tour of 

Hebron on Shabbat afternoon and 

were taken around by an outrageously 

right wing man who lived in Hebron. 

He encouraged us to dance and sing at 

the top of the mountain, in front of 

the glaring Palestinians below. A group 

of us stood at the side; confused, 

angry and horrified at what we’d been 

encouraged to do. To torment them. 

To mock the fact that there was 

nothing they could do about the 550 

Jewish people who have settled in 

Hebron. To imply that those 550 

people had more power than the 

500,000 Palestinians who lived there 

would ever have. 

Alternative roads for Jews and for Palestinians made Liora 

“feel uncomfortable”. How do they make you feel? 

“He claimed that if there was no religion, people would 

treat each other like human beings.” 

What do you think of his claim? 

Given the bloody and sacred history of Hebron, and the 

way in which Jews have been humiliated throughout the 

ages (see the other side of the page), is there something 

wrong in returning “their medicine”?  Why? Why not? 

Do you feel it is wrong to imply that Jews now have more 

power than their surrounding neighbours?  

Why? Why not? 

A short Jewish Narrative of Hebron and the Cave of Machpelah 
 

 Abraham bought the Cave of Machpelah as his family’s burial plot for 400 shekels 
(Genesis 23), in one of the earliest recorded land purchases. 

 Legend has it that he wanted this cave because he knew that Adam and Eve were 
already buried there (hence it contained earth from the Garden of Eden – and 
possibly was the entrance to the Garden of Eden itself). 

 All the patriarchs and matriarchs (apart from Rachel) were buried there. Hence the 
name often used: Cave of the Patriarchs. 

 King David was anointed in and ruled from Hebron – the city in which the cave lies. 

 Since Abraham was the founder of three religious faiths, the cave has come to be 

 seen as sacred by Christians and Muslims alike. 

 The Byzantine Empire built a church by the cave. 

 In 614, the Persians conquered the area and destroyed the church 

 637 - the area came under the control of the Muslims and the building was 

 reconstructed as a mosque. 

 In 1100, after the area was captured by the Crusaders, the enclosure once again 

 became a church and Muslims were no longer permitted to enter. 

 In 1188 Saladin conquered the area, reconverting the enclosure to a mosque but 

 allowing Christians to continue worshipping there. 

 In the late 14th century, the Marmalukes forbade Jews from entering the site, only 
allowing them as close as the 5th step on an outer staircase. Jews’ access to the site 
was limited from then on, with their access to a particular step (there are 7 in all) 
being regulated according to the whim of the ruler at the time. 

 23-24th August 1929 – local Arabs attacked the indigenous Jewish population of 
Hebron, killing 67. Soon thereafter all Jews were evacuated from Hebron by the 
British mandate forces, thus removing the Jewish presence in Hebron that had 
lasted since the days of the bible. 

 1967 After the Six Days’ War, Hebron came under Israeli rule. The building of the 
Cave of Machpelah was opened to Jews and Muslims alike. Jews moved back to 
Hebron, and to the new nearby city of Kiryat Arba. 

 February 25th 1994 – Baruch Goldstein, a Jewish resident of Kiryat Arba, opened 
fire on unarmed Muslim worshippers at the Cave. 29 people were killed and 125 
wounded. 

 January 15th 1997 – Hebron Protocol signed by Prime Minister Netanyahu hands 
control of 80% of Hebron (H1) to the Palestinian authority. 
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If they had called me back to be a witness, what 

would I have said? How would I have felt confessing 

to my own people, that this time, we were the 

perpetrators? 

 

Our tour guide’s leg had been cut by thrown glass 

and was bleeding quite significantly. What bothered 

me is that he didn’t try and clean up his wound. He 

left it for everyone to see. I understood why he did, 

but it clarified something for me. The whole conflict 

is a game. Whoever could convince the world that 

they are the victims will emerge as the winner. 

How do you imagine 

you might have felt? 

Do you share Liora’s clarity on this point? 

The Muslim entrance to the mosque was 

manned by IDF soldiers. I began to 

sympathise with the discomfort that the 

Palestinians must feel every day. 

What do you feel is the 

significance of Liora’s 

sympathy? 

Is it irrelevant? Is it noble? 

Is it insufficient? Is it 

misplaced? 

On reflection, we realised that our tour guide was 

not a polished educator. He portrayed his opinions 

as facts and did not sufficiently answer our 

questions. He had a clear agenda. His facts were 

tainted with politics, even though there was truth 

to certain things he was saying. 

Have you ever had this experience with 

other tour guides with other agenda? 

The day was a painful reality check; one that I’d never 

experienced before. I received a completely different 

narrative to the one I had grown up with. I still 

believe in the Israeli narrative. I believe in its 

authenticity. I still intend to make Aliyah in a few 

years’ time. I am proud to call myself a Zionist and 

will continue to stand up to the people at my 

university and beyond who delegitimise my country’s 

right to exist. I believe that the Jewish people have a 

right to our own land and specifically this land. 

However… 

How do you respond to 

Liora’s assertions here? 

Surprised? Inspired? Upset? 

 

Liora offers her own caveat by way of conclusion. What would your conclusion be? 
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