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Film: Homecoming��
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המנון ילדי 
העובדים הזרים

רוני סומק

ֲאַנְחנּו ְיָלִדים ִעם ְׂשַער ֶצֶמר ְּפָלָדה,

ָהֵרי ַּגַעׁש ִּבְׁשמּוַרת ָהַעִין 

ְוָלׁשֹון ַהִּנְזֶהֶרת ִמְּלַגְלֵּגל ְסָלִעים ָקִׁשים

ֵמַהָּׂשָפה ֶׁשל ַהּתֹוָרה.

ֲאַנְחנּו, ֶׁשָּגַדְלנּו ֵּבין ִּכְתֵמי ַהֶּמֶלט ֶׁשַעל ֻחְלַצת ַאָּבא

ְלֵבין ְסַמְרטּוֵטי ְסּפֹוְנָג’ה ֶׁשל ִאָּמא, ֶׁשִּנְּקָתה ָלֶכם 

ֶאת ַחְדֵרי ַהַּבִית ְוָלנּו ֶאת 

ַחְדֵרי ַהֵּלב,

ֹלא ִנְׁשַּכח ַאף ַּפַעם ֵאיְך ַּבִּׁשיר ֶׁשל ְּבָיאִליק, 

ֶׁשִּלַּמְדֶּתם אֹוָתנּו ַּבַּגן, ָּבָכה ֶּפַרח ֶׁשֶּנֱעַקר ֵמַהִּגָּנה,

ְוֵאיְך ִצַּיְרנּו ִלְכבֹודֹו ִמְמָחטֹות

ֶׁשָּמחּו ִמִּגְבעֹולֹו ֶאת ַטל ַהֹּבֶקר.

ָאז, ֹלא ָיַדְענּו ֶׁשֵאֶּלה ִיְהיּו 

ַהִּמְמָחטֹות ֶׁשָּלנּו.

Questions to consider:

What are your assumptions about the ��

children of foreign workers in Israel?

Do you think they are happy that they ��

live in Israel?

Do you think they feel like they belong ��

in Israel?

Could they be considered insiders in ��

Israel? 

Trigger: Poem

Read the following poem together as a group, or in pairs.

Film: Homecoming

Anthem of the Foreign 
Workers’ Children
By Roni Someck

Translated by Robbie Gringras

We are children with steel wool hair

Volcanoes in the reservations of our eyes

And a careful tongue from rolling hard 

rocks out of the language of the Torah.

We who grew up between the cement 

stains on our fathers’ shirts

And the floor cloth rags of our mother, 

who cleaned The rooms of your homes 

and The chambers of our hearts,

Will never forget how in the poem

by Bialik, that you taught

us at kindergarten,

the flower wept when plucked from the 

garden

And how we drew for her handkerchiefs

That wiped from its shoots the dew at 

dawn.

Back then we didn't know they would 

become

our handkerchiefs.

Roni Someck (b. 1951) is an 

Israeli poet, writer, and artist who 

frequently writes about social 

issues and social critique.
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Film: Homecoming��

Screen the film: Homecoming 

The film can be accessed via Ruth Diskin Films: http://www.ruthfilms.com/homecoming.html

Film abstract:
As the State of Israel is about to deport foreign workers and their children, this film is 

a timely exploration of a complex political and personal situation. Where does identity 

come from? What makes you connected to your homeland? HOMECOMING takes us on 

a moving journey with three teenagers who were born in Israel to foreign workers who 

came to Israel in search of a better life. These kids are not Jewish, but are deeply Israeli; 

their individual journeys carry cultural and emotional dimensions. We travel with them to 

the Congo, to Peru, and to the Philippines, as they examine their roots and contemplate 

their future. 

After the film, conduct the following guided discussion:

At the end Germaine asks the camera, “Who am I?” ��

Who do you think she is? Who they are?��

Reference the scene at the beginning, in their kitchen, with Germaine’s ��

brother saying, "Gege is Congo…Imma is Congo…everyone is Congo."

Note: They call their mothers “Imma”��

Why do they get so emotional about obtaining an Israeli passport?��

What parting message do their newly acquainted relatives give them before ��

they head back to Israel?

Why do you think the film closes with Hatikva?��

Exercise: Select one of the three characters, and draw 

your perception of their concentric circles identity and 

belonging.

http://www����������������
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The Poor of Your City��

Some deeper questions….

What is the relationship between ethnicity and belonging? Where is home? ��

To what extent does the notion of “home” rest on the idea of people ��

“like you”? 

Nato in the Phillipines: "I feel like a foreigner but also like I belong…"��

Germaine "…not that I belong, I don't really belong but…I belong" (minute  6:30). ��

Help her articulate herself better – how would you characterize how she feels? 

Sacrifice and responsibility: Auto's mother worked hard and sacrificed a ��

great deal for her own family. Now, Auto is joining the army. Does the family 

experience different orientations of obligations? (particular/universal or 

past/future?)

Do you understand the teens’ decisions to make sacrifices (youth ��

movement, the army, etc.)? Do you judge them?

In your opinion, are they neglecting their closest concentric circles? ��

Should they be committing themselves to their families more than they are?

When Auto serves in the Israeli army (instead of feeding his ��

poor relatives in Peru) is his decision comparable to Jews/Jewish 

Israelis who choose to volunteer for social justice work in the 

developing world instead of with the Jewish particular?

This conversation sets the stage the next learning session on ��

"the poor of your town taking precedence."


