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Case study
The Silent Judge

Arab Supreme Court Justice shuns anthem
Supreme Court Justice Salim Joubran draws criticism over choice to remain silent
as national anthem is sung at official ceremony

Tova Tzimuki
Published: 02.29.12, 17:00 / Israel News

Israeli Arab Supreme Court Justice Salim Joubran was facing major criticism after he failed to
sing Israel's national anthem at the closing of an official ceremony to mark the end of former
Supreme Court President Dorit Beinisch's term in office.
The anthem was sung at the closing of the special event on Tuesday and as all the judges were
standing together facing the crowd – for the traditional group photo – it was easily noticeable
that Joubran chose not to join his colleagues in song.
Instead, the Arab justice chose to stand silently beside them.
Joubran's associates rejected the criticism, however, saying that in the name of freedom of
expression there is no problem with a judge who apparently does not believe in the Zionist
national anthem and chooses not to sing it.
Referring to the issue Wednesday, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said the judge should
address his "split personality" and that he would hopefully "draw his own conclusions," as one
cannot be a Supreme Court justice while shunning Israel's national anthem.

8

Case study
Hebron and the Cave of Machpelah
A short Jewish Narrative of Hebron and the Cave of Machpelah


















Abraham bought the Cave of Machpelah as his family’s burial plot for 400 shekels
(Genesis 23), in one of the earliest recorded land purchases.
Legend has it that he wanted this cave because he knew that Adam and Eve were
already buried there (hence it contained earth from the Garden of Eden – and
possibly was the entrance to the Garden of Eden itself).
All the patriarchs and matriarchs (apart from Rachel) were buried there. Hence the
name often used: Cave of the Patriarchs.
King David was anointed in and ruled from Hebron – the city in which the cave lies.
Since Abraham was the founder of three religious faiths, the cave has come to be
seen as sacred by Christians and Muslims alike.
The Byzantine Empire built a church by the cave.
In 614, the Persians conquered the area and destroyed the church
637 - the area came under the control of the Muslims and the building was
reconstructed as a mosque.
In 1100, after the area was captured by the Crusaders, the enclosure once again
became a church and Muslims were no longer permitted to enter.
In 1188 Saladin conquered the area, reconverting the enclosure to a mosque but
allowing Christians to continue worshipping there.
In the late 14th century, the Mamluks forbade Jews from entering the site, only
allowing them as close as the 5th step on an outer staircase.
Jews’ access to the site was limited from then on, with their access to a particular
step (there are 7 in all) being regulated according to the whim of the ruler at the
time.
23-24th August 1929 – local Arabs atƚĂĐŬĞd the indigenous Jewish population of
Hebron, killing 67. Soon thereafter all Jews were evacuated from Hebron by the
British mandate forces, thus removing the Jewish presence in Hebron that had
lasted since the days of the bible.
1967 After the Six Days’ War, Hebron came under Israeli rule. The building of the
Cave of Machpelah was opened to Jews and Muslims alike. Jews moved back to
Hebron, and to the new nearby city of Kiryat Arba.
February 25th 1994 – Baruch Goldstein, a Jewish resident of Kiryat Arba, opened fire
on unarmed Muslim worshippers at the Cave. 29 people were killed and 125
wounded.
January 15th 1997 – Hebron Protocol signed by Prime Minister Netanyahu hands
control of 80% of Hebron (H1) to the Palestinian authority.
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Hebron - Much has changed since I was eight years old.
Rabbi Gideon D. Sylvester
th

May 30 2012

When I was eight years old, my parents took me to Hebron. Etched in my memory is the
walk through the bustling Arab market. I was fascinated by the exotic displays; baskets filled
with sheep heads and camel carcasses hanging in the butchers' shops. We prayed at the
Cave of Machpela where my father explained how privileged we were to visit the burial
place of our ancestors.
Since then, much has changed. While the settlers celebrate the phenomenal growth of the
Jewish community there, human rights activists say that for Arabs, Hebron is the "City of the
Ghosts."
This week, my students visited Hebron. One of our guides was the official spokesman for the
Hebron Jewish community, the other works for Shovrim Shtika, collecting testimonies about
Israeli human rights abuses in Hebron. Their conflicting narratives made for a challenging
day.
Sitting on the grassy verge by the Cave of Machpela watching the Arab traders selling
pottery and trinkets, we felt the beauty and spirituality of the place. Hebron is the cradle of
Jewish history; and its community are the guardians of one of our holiest sites. They have
withstood terrorist attacks and worked hard to rebuild the Jewish quarter, restoring the
damage caused by the 1929 massacre and the centuries during which no Jew was allowed
near the tombs of the patriarchs. "Do Jews have Jews less right to live here than in New
York, London or Paris?" they ask.
A huge military presence protects the settlers through strict policies of separation. It forbids
Arabs from crossing the road to play in the park where we sat, so little Arab children
huddled across the street gazing at us. The Arab market which I visited as a child is now off
limits to its traders and the Cave of Machpela, where Jews and Arabs once worshipped side
by side, is strictly segregated. Local Palestinians complained to us of intimidation by Jews
who point at their homes saying, "This building belongs to us," backing their claims with
Biblical quotations.
The tragedy of the situation is most apparent on Shuhada Street where the entrances to
Palestinian houses are sealed, Even the home owners are barred from the road. The only
access to their homes is via a web of step ladders leading across the rooftops.
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In an attempt to relieve these grim spectacles, Jews have
painted brightly colored murals on the concrete blocks that
seal the homes and streets of their Palestinian neighbors.
These feature Biblical citations celebrating the beginning of the
Messianic era.
My sense that this Jewish community has been infiltrated by
extremists is reinforced just a few kilometers up the road
where in "Meir Kahane Park" a special mausoleum venerates,
"The holy Baruch Goldstein" - killer of twenty-nine innocent
Palestinians at prayer…
Rabbi Gideon Sylvester is the British United Synagogue's Rabbi
in Israel. He also directs the Rabbis for Human Rights Beit
Midrash for Human Rights at the Hillel House of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem
.

By Janine Zacharia

Washington Post Foreign Service
Monday, March 8, 2010
…Hebron, too, remains divided. H1, the main part, is home to about 140,000 Palestinians. In
H2, where 800 Jewish settlers live among roughly 30,000 Palestinians, the Palestinian
population's movements remain heavily restricted. Shuhada Street, the principal
thoroughfare, is well-paved thanks to multimillion-dollar renovations funded by the United
States, but empty of Palestinian pedestrians and Palestinian vehicles.
Nearly half the shops in H2 have gone out of business since 1994 despite a U.N. effort to pay
shop owners $200 a month to keep them open. In some areas near the settlements,
Palestinians cannot walk unless they are residents or visit unless they have a special permit
from the Israeli army…
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Case study
Boycott!
Ben Gurion University is funded primarily by the government of Israel.
August 2009
BOYCOTT! would like to extend its support and appreciation to Dr. Neve Gordon of BenGurion University in Beer-Sheva for publishing his position in support of Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions against Israel in an LA Times Op-Ed. In an overwhelming assault on freedom of
speech, Gordon has met with immediate condemnation in the Israeli media, coming from
the Minister of Education and several political parties. Even though he was writing on a
subject directly within the scope of his academic expertise, he was attacked by his own
university, whose President, Prof. Rivka Carmi, went as far as to say that "the university may
no longer be interested in his services". The attempt to silence Gordon as well as the threats
leveled against him illustrate how resistant Israeli society and institutions are to bringing
about change, thus confirming the need for external pressure in an attempt to force Israel to
end its colonial and apartheid policies and bring about justice for Palestinians.
Signed by - among others - 17 Israeli academics working in Israeli universities.

Extracts from Dr Neve Gordon’s article published in the LA Times (August 20, 2009) and in
the UK Guardian the following day:
…The most accurate way to describe Israel today is as an apartheid state. For more than 42
years, Israel has controlled the land between the Jordan Valley and the Mediterranean Sea.
Within this region about 6 million Jews and close to 5 million Palestinians reside. Out of this
population, 3.5 million Palestinians and almost half a million Jews live in the areas Israel
occupied in 1967, and yet while these two groups live in the same area, they are subjected
to totally different legal systems. The Palestinians are stateless and lack many of the most
basic human rights. By sharp contrast, all Jews -- whether they live in the occupied territories
or in Israel -- are citizens of the state of Israel.
…if the two-state solution is the way to stop the apartheid state, then how does one achieve
this goal?I am convinced that outside pressure is the only answer. Over the last three
decades, Jewish settlers in the occupied territories have dramatically increased their
numbers. The myth of the united Jerusalem has led to the creation of an apartheid city
where Palestinians aren't citizens and lack basic services. The Israeli peace camp has
gradually dwindled so that today it is almost nonexistent, and Israeli politics are moving
more and more to the extreme right.
It is therefore clear to me that the only way to counter the apartheid trend in Israel is
through massive international pressure.
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Case study
Worship at the Kotel
Arrest at the Kotel
November 2009

Police on Wednesday arrested a woman who was praying at the Western Wall in Jerusalem,
due to the fact that she was wrapped in a prayer shawl (tallit). The woman was visiting the
site with the religious women's group "Women of the Wall" to take part in the monthly Rosh
Hodesh prayer.
Police were called to the area after the group asked to read aloud from a Torah scroll. Police
said they arrested the women in the wake of a High Court ruling, which states that the public
visiting the Western Wall is obligated to dress in accordance with the site's dress code.
Western Wall Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz said the act was a provocation meant to turn the
wall into a fighting ground. "We must distance politics and disagreement from this sacred
place," Rabinowitz said...
Rabbi Gilad Kariv, associate director of Israel's reform movement, said that all over the world
women are entitled to wear the tallit, and only in the land of the Jews are the excluded from
the social custom and even arrested for praying…
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