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Introduction
Historically, Israel was and still is, in every sense of the word, a "Start-Up Nation." Like many
economies of the world, including neighbors like Greece and Spain and friends like the United
States, Israel's economy is making headlines. And though Israeli society is wrought with
feelings of tension, flux, and frustration, there is also perhaps a feeling of change in the air. The
recent protests that have been gaining momentum around Israel represent the first real
middle-class protest in Israel to date. Whether protesting cottage cheese prices, the housing
crisis, or the unrealistic financial burden of childcare, the core issues make for an important
conversation about the future of Israel's economy and society.
The goals of this briefing are twofold. First, it aims to provide resources and an "insider's
perspective" that engender informed and empowered Jewish thinking on the contemporary
economic and social issues in Israel. Second, this document seeks to provide a thoughtprovoking opportunity to formulate how potential fruitful interventions by world Jewry might
look in the present context.
The purpose and overarching tone of this briefing is to provide Jews around the world with
tools to think through, engage with, and potentially intervene on Israel's current issues
without battering Israel and Israel's leadership in the process. The current protests seem to be
an inspiring example of Israel's potential and the drive for change and revolution that is felt
among these young Israelis. The spirit of the protests represents the dynamic capacity for
change and innovation in Israel and in Zionism at large. This conversation is about a historical
process that can be attributed to Israel's societal and political structure, to Jewish history (as
will be noted below in "Jewish Framing", Appendix A), and to successive governments in Israel
which have all led us to the current situation. As heir to the situation, however, the current
government now must step up and take responsibility for today’s reality.
We recommend viewing this issue through a Jewish historical lens, and thus offer the “Jewish
Framing” section in Appendix A.
This briefing attempts to describe and explain an emerging phenomenon, though its true
impact and long-term significance are yet to be seen. As such, we are attempting to bring a
breadth of some of the voices in Israel to your attention. We will inevitably miss some! Feel
free to suggest other voices that we may have missed.
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Background: Contemporary Israeli Protests
Since Operation Cast Lead, Israel has seen a relative calm in its security situation. Up until that
point, the security situation, for very good reasons, had monopolized the public agenda. This
had left a gap of many decades in which internal security issues and social solidarity issues
were insufficiently addressed, such as inadequate law enforcement, the issue of Jewish
pluralism in Israel (i.e. conversion), the decline of social solidarity, and the growing gap
between the rich and poor, among others.
In the past year, the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern region has seen numerous uprisings,
organized largely by the younger generation, and promoted by social media outlets like
Facebook and Twitter. While many protests called for political revolution (Egypt and Syria),
others called for economic and social change (Greece and Spain). In a quick review of these
and other recent economic lurches around the world, one observes first the collapse of
socialism as an effective and workable model for economic growth and human responsibility,
and then the repeated cycle of boom and bust that seems to affect market capitalism. It is in
light of this economic history that many countries have been seeking a mixed alternative.
In recent months, several protests about economic issues have sprung up in Israel. Several
leading protests have advocated for higher salaries for groups of professionals, such as the
Social Workers’ Strike and the Doctors’ Strike. Other protests have focused on the high costs
of living, particularly: the high prices of gas, the high prices of dairy products (the "cottage
cheese protests”), the high cost of baby
diapers, and so on.
Though all these protests communicated a
frustration over the high cost of living in
Israel, only one protest has reached the
national level and evolved into one of the
biggest social protests — if not the biggest
— in Israel's history: the "Tent Protest.” The
Tent Protest began over the issues of high
housing costs, as several young Tel Aviv
residents set up a small tent camp in the
center of Tel Aviv's cultural-business district
on Rothschild Boulevard. Although it
seemed obscure and disorganized at the
Tent camp in Jerusalem
beginning, the protest began to draw many
young people who identified with the cause. In a matter of several days, the small tent camp
on Rothschild grew and gathered momentum. The next week, the movement caught the
attention of several student organizations and social activists, and similar tent camps popped
up in towns across Israel, each one representing the protester's identification with both the
national Tent movement, as well as their own additional local protests.
Initially dismissed as the passing whim of bored, young Tel Avivians, the Tent Protest has now
escalated, with recent mass demonstrations counting close to 300,000 protestors in several
locations across the country. These protests are characterized by a seemingly unfocused
strategy, an absence of overt political affiliation, no clear leadership, and a multi-issue agenda
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with one unified slogan: "The people want social justice!" This movement has inspired the
sense that Israel is at the brink of a significant shift in its social, economic, and cultural
discourse.
It should be noted that the protests in Israel
are characteristically non-violent and
peaceful, in contrast with other recent
protests around the world, such as the
current protests in London typified by
setting fires and rioting in the streets. It is
also
worth
emphasizing
how
unprecedented it is for there to be such a
huge and popular protest that deliberately
does not define its aims according to
traditional party-political lines. The feelings
associated with the protests are very
young, modern, and fluid – something not usually associated with Israeli struggles. Its
organizers seem to strive (not always successfully, but increasingly so) to leave entry points
open, to defy classification.
The protestors are characterized as typically
middle- to upper-middle-class young
professionals in their 20s and 30s, most
with higher education, who range
politically from centrist, to left of center, to
radically left. It should be noted that this
young generation was born and raised in a
different Israel than their parents: they have
never experienced the welfare society and
only know a free-market economy. As such,
they have never experienced the
frustrations that came along with such a
highly centralized bureaucratic government or the reasons for which this system was
abandoned. Perhaps because of this, the protestors often give voice to a romanticized
interpretation of the early state years. On the other hand, these young protestors also
experienced the ongoing growth of competition in the market and the abundance that
flowed to Israeli consumers, allowing them higher standards of living. At the same time, these
young people have been inspired by the power of a strong civil society and its potential to
bring about social change.
Security politics has, for the most part, been removed from the dialogue, as protestors from
both right and left join together to create change. Recent polls show that up to 87% of Israel's
public support this protest (including 85% of Likud [Binyamin Netanyahu's political party]
voters). Rothschild Boulevard has become a public attraction, with about 100,000 visitors each
day going to check out what is going on.
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The Claims:
In order to make this briefing user-friendly and bring many people into the conversation
about the current situation in Israel, we have selected a few of the core claims that are
commonly heard on the Israeli scene. Each of these claims represents a different voice from
around Israel that relates to the current protests. We will explore the current issues from a
variety of perspectives.
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Claim: "There is an unreasonable gap between
Israelis' salaries, and the cost of living in Israel,
particularly the cost of housing" – Heard from
Israeli protesters across social sectors (supported by
mainstream Israeli citizens)
This claim is perhaps the underlying drive of the entire protest. There is a deep socioeconomic
gap across all social sectors (with the exception of fewer than 20 extremely wealthy families).
Israelis are simply unable to make ends meet. Even the top 10 percentile of Israel’s earners
report struggling to meet their mortgage payments each month.
a. Background: Israel’s economic history:
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Israel was first established as a social democratic welfare state. This, in part, helped
enable the young Israel to establish itself and realize its goal of absorbing large
numbers of immigrants. While nurturing its new society, Israel also faced constant
security threats.
o This welfare state included highly subsidized education, healthcare, welfare,
services, and even cultural institutions.
o At the same time, the government and its institutional bodies were highly
involved in financial regulation and were characterized as highly bureaucratic,
and all the public services (including commercial services such as telephone
and gas companies) were deeply intertwined with the government system.



In the mid-1980s, following a recession, a revolution took place in Israel's economy,
with rapid increased privatization in the neo-liberal spirit, particularly in the realm of
government services.
o This change eventually led to the New Economic Plan of 2003, led by Binyamin
Netanyahu (then finance minister), which on the one hand made the country
wealthier and financially stable, but on the other hand resulted in decreased
stipends for the elderly, the handicapped, children, and single mothers.
o Naturally, the first population affected by the shift from welfare to free-market
state was the lower class. By 2008, Israel had managed to become among the
leading countries in the developed world on the GINI inequality index1 (39.2),
with one of the widest gaps between rich and poor.

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2172rank.html
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Income Inequality: Israel and the OECD states:

o The second group affected by this was the middle class. While the average
salary in Israel has remained relatively stagnant, there has been a sharp
increase in the cost of living of most basic necessities: gas, education, food,
and housing (with a 50% increase in housing prices in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem
in just 3 years). At the same time, the middle class has borne the burden of
taxes. Research has also shown that the lower-middle class pays the highest
percentage of indirect taxes from their income (18%).

Changes in Average Housing prices in Israel:



Israel exhibited poor strategic and civil planning, particularly following the mass
immigration from the former Soviet Union in the 1990s. This immigration
increased Israel's population by about 20%, and yet the relevant planning for
population growth (particularly in the area of housing) was neglected.
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o It may be noted that due to the unstable political system in Israel which
features frequent turnover of governments, political leaders have tended to
focus their energies on goals with “low-hanging fruit” in order to display
results to the public — at the expense of effective long-term planning
 Israeli politics have traditionally over-emphasized security issues, particularly
during elections, at the expense of focusing on economic and social ones.
o Many political parties were set up to serve specific sectarian needs (for
example, the National Religious parties, Israeli-Arab parties, Sephardic-UltraOrthodox parties, and others). Thus the political discourse remains focused
on limited sectarian issues, rather than being open to the broad sorts of
changes that the current protests are asking for.
The World Bank estimates that 1/4 of financial activity in Israel is not reported to the tax
authorities, one of the highest percentages in the Western World. This finding would suggest
that efforts to alleviate the current situation should focus on taxing those who are currently
evading the authorities, rather than increasing the taxes for those who already pay them.
"A third of the nation is doing reserve duty, a third of the nation volunteers, and a
third of the nation pays taxes. The problem is, it's always the same third."
-A quote from the street

b.

Current: Recent middle-class protests in
light of the above:
Mothers’ Protest: Based on the Law of
Mandatory Education in Israel, the
government pays for education from age
5 to 18, overlooking early childhood
education. Mothers who must work to
support their households pay nearly their
full salaries in early childhood education
costs. Parallel protests include the
Doctors’ Strike, and Social Workers’ Strike.
The frustration expressed in these
protests stems from a growing burden of
expenses that the government once subsidized but has since retreated from. The middle
class fears that they have no financial safety net, and they are simply not making ends
meet.

c. Possible Solutions:
1. A dominant faction of the active protesters is made up of socialist youth movements
and organizations, using the protest to promote their agenda that Israel should move
towards its former welfare state structure, with a more highly government-regulated
market.
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2. On the other end, the capitalist powers claim that the current system is on the right
track, but not yet efficient enough. The government should promote more competition,
lower bureaucracy, and fight against the monopolization of capital.1
3. A third, middle-ground solution: a mixed economy or "social democracy". This
approach acknowledges that perhaps the government needs to distinguish between
public needs and public wants. Needs might include products such as diapers, bread,
dairy products, and shelter, and these prices would be set and controlled by the
government. Wants, on the other hand, which might include technological products,
arts consumption, travel abroad, and brand-name products, would be left to the free
market, which would be truly free from monopoly and corruption.

2

Claim: “What's the problem, Israel's
economy is one of the strongest in the
world" – By the leaders of Israel's economic
market (both private as well as governmental),
neo-liberal/capitalist perspective
a. Background:
Since the early 1990's, Israel has prospered and grown economically and proven itself
as a real player in the global economic forum, particularly in the realm of high-tech.
This can be seen in the steady increase in Israel’s GDP, in Israel’s recent inclusion in the
OECD, as well as how during the two most recent financial crises (2000 and 2009) Israel
not only survived but continued to thrive. As a result, Israelis’ quality of life has steadily
improved. Israelis typically buy brand-name products, travel abroad, use technology,
eat at nice restaurants, and so forth.
b. Current:
In light of the recent recession in the United States and around the world, as well as
the growing fear of another global economic crisis (and the crashes of economies in
countries like Greece and Spain), the last priority in Israel right now is to extend its
expenses by taking on new social projects which might risk Israel’s economic stability.
c. Possible solutions:
 Israel should wait patiently, allowing the free market to do what a healthy
market will do: improve itself.
o That said, these players are in agreement that the major monopolies
stand in the way of Israel having a truly free market, and they need to
be removed.
o In addition, some believe that the Arab and ultra-Orthodox populations
should be encouraged to enter the workforce to help the process along
(as well as to help address their own communal poverty).

1

For further reading about the complicated relationship between Judaism and capitalism, we recommend
reading Eliot Jager’s article on “Jews and Capitalism” at:
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Columnists/Article.aspx?ID=224703&R=R1
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Claim:" Israel’s public systems are seen as
mistrusted, not transparent, and not serving
the public good." – By the Israeli public
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There is a lack of transparency and social responsibility as
well as no true free market
a.

Mistrust and Disappointment: There is a deep disappointment among the Israeli public
that their government is not invested in their issues. The public feels that they work for
their country, serve in the army, and pay taxes without knowing that their government
will serve them in turn. This is a claim targeted against the State of Israel at large, not an
accusation against a particular leader or government. In a survey of the Israeli public on
their satisfaction with their public services, on a scale from 1 to 5 (5 being the most
satisfied, 1 being the least), the average answer was 3.06, with even lower scores in
areas like education, welfare, and the police force. 1.7 was the average score for trust of
politicians and political parties. The fact that high-ranking Israeli officials have been
tried and convicted of corruption and misuse of public trust only strengthens the
mistrust and disappointment among the public.
One of the main claims of the protesters is that Israel lacks a proportionate social
contract between the government and its citizens. In a state where the middle class
pays high direct and indirect taxes, where the citizens are asked for a mandatory three
years of army service and yearly reserve duty, in which citizens live in a constant state of
security threat, the state needs to be giving the citizens more. The social contract must
be mutually beneficial. The outcry raised by the protesters is fueled by a deep and longcarried frustration that they simply can no longer carry the burden of their obligations
and service to Israel without getting anything in return.

b. Wealth = Government ()הון=שלטון:

The public feels that the leadership
acts in the interest of select groups and
unions, even when it is against the
interest of the wider public, with no
accountability towards transparency or
reporting to the public. The strong
connections between politicians, highranking
clerks,
and
private
entrepreneurs prevent any reform or
Sign reads: "Tycoons, get off my back!"
true competition in Israeli market. (For
example, the Electric Company union, the Port Labor union ()פועלי הנמל, and other
strong union bodies have leadership that is often connected to political parties.) This
feeling is strengthened by the significant privatization of public assets. Public resources
such as banks or public assets such as beaches which were built and nurtured in the
early years of the State by Israeli taxpayers, have become privatized to such an extent
that private entrepreneurs hold a monopoly over the entire market. In 2010, The
Knesset research department issued findings that the Israeli economy is highly
concentrated, with 10 large business groups owning 30% of the total Israeli market
value, combined with cross holdings on major market branches (Banking, Media,
Insurance and more). These wealthy individuals make tremendous fortunes on the
10

backs of the public, without being held accountable to the constituents. (Example:
the salaries of bank managers are exorbitant, while people pay fees they can't afford on
every transaction they make.)
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Claim: "This protest is just a front
for a political campaign" – by select
groups who are reluctant to get
involved in protests

Although the protest aims to represent the
needs of a cross section of the middle class,
many sectors of the Israeli public are
feeling alienated and intimidated by the
movement. These include the ultraA group of National Religious protesters
Orthodox, the National Religious sector
(including settlers), and the large community of Russian speakers from the FSU. These sectors,
and many other individuals who are against the protest, claim that the basic motive of the
protesters is political, with the main aim being to overthrow the current right-wing
government led by Binyamin Netanyahu. The current protest is being supported and
subsidized by groups traditionally identified with the left, such as the New Israel Fund and
Shatil. The protests also involve several far-left anarchists who have come into physical
confrontation with right-wing protesters. The protests have been used as a platform for leftwing activists to spread fear and conspiracy theory targeted at the right.
Although many, if not most, of these opposing groups identify with the rhetoric of the protest,
they fear that the ultimate result of the protest might be a political change that will
undermine their own ideological values. For each of these groups, such a political change
would risk the values and interests of the sector. For example, a left-wing government might
mean the disengagement from Judea and Samaria, the stopping of funds for the UltraOrthodox community, and so forth.
Nevertheless, just about every protest, particularly in Jerusalem, features some representation
from both the Russian and National Religious groups (as can be seen in the photo above).
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Claim: "This movement is an opportunity for
increased social solidarity towards an “Exemplary
Society”” – by visionaries among the activists, as well as
analysts of the current situation


Background:
Many classical Zionist voices, as varied as Herzl, Rav Kook, Borochov and Jabotinsky,
had visions of Israel as an exemplary society where social solidarity was championed
to create a new reality for the Jewish People under the conditions of sovereignty. In
the early State years, social solidarity was perceived as quite high. Yet, as the welfare
state dissolved into a free market, this sense of solidarity gradually broke down and
has since only really expressed itself during times of national crisis (such as wars or
attacks).
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These current protests present an opportunity to bolster social solidarity in a way
that is not driven by crisis, but a desire to build together an Exemplary Society.
After years of deep social and cultural divide between sectors in Israeli society, which
perhaps reached its peak of alienation and distrust at Yitzchak Rabin's assassination
and the disengagement from Gush Katif, many people who joined the protest feel that
there is a new sense of social solidarity and mutual responsibility that is growing
around these economic issues.
o The strategic decision of the protestors to avoid an overt political affiliation and
to avoid major political disputes (such as the Arab-Israeli conflict) created a
new inclusive space for sectors in society which are normally at odds with
each other.
o In addition, many individuals who had previously only been concerned with
their private lives are suddenly getting involved in a collective movement.
Activists who initially got involved in protests for their own financial benefit are
finding themselves in this new social space, realizing that the struggle is much
larger and more value-driven than previously expected.








The recent use of Israel’s Declaration of Independence as an inspiration in the
movement’s large rallies speaks of the deeper values at play, particularly highlighting
that this is not an anti-national movement, but rather one stemming from a deep
commitment to Zionism and the desire to work towards a better Israel.
Protestors wearing traditional mourning sacks

In recent decades, the secular Israeli
as they read Lamentations
society has experienced a change in
ideology (characteristic of postmodernism and escapism). The national
and patriotic spirit that so characterized
the
early
decades
of
Israel's
establishment has faded and morphed
over time, as society became more
individualistic and westernized. This
process created a situation known as the
"Tel-Aviv State," a space where
sophisticated young professionals live,
and are accused by some as "indifferent
to the larger national issues and entirely preoccupied with their own private lives,
ignoring the collective". In light of this, the current protests can be seen as a countermovement to these trends, providing a new set of values for an entire sector and
generation of young Israelis to grab hold of. These values are based on social
solidarity, collective responsibility, social justice and activism.
Nevertheless, the prominent involvement of Tzohar (an organization of modern
Orthodox rabbis in Israel), the different voices emerging among settlers, and the
images of Lamentations ( )איכהbeing read in the tents on the Ninth of Av, would
suggest that the initial disconnect between the secular and religious is gradually being
bridged.
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Conclusion: Food for Thought: Where does World Jewry come in?
The question of social solidarity, as we saw in the introduction, is an key value to the Jewish
people, both in Israel and around the world, over the course of time. There exist many
precedents in Israeli history when Jews around the world collaborated to play a role in
shaping the face of Israeli society.
In June 1977, Project Renewal, an urban revitalization program was launched by then-Prime
Minister Menachem Begin. The program was proposed as a joint endeavor, a partnership
between the Jews of the State of Israel and world Jewry. The program called for the
elimination of poverty through an intensive effort to provide adequate housing for
approximately 45,000 Israeli families. Throughout the duration of the project, neighborhoods
around Israel received “face-lifts” furnished largely by donors from overseas.
Since the seventies, the relationship between Jews around the world and Israel has grown and
flourished, resulting in more intensive and interactive collaborations. There are growing
numbers of teens and young adults that come from abroad to spend time in Israel, Jews from
around the world have purchased property in Israel, and federations collaborate with Israeli
municipalities to help establish and set up local business. In addition, globalization has
allowed for Jews around the world to connect in a variety of new and exciting ways. World
Jewry has contributed profoundly in supporting and shaping Israel's robust Third Sector and
massive growth in civil society. Recent decades have seen a genuine desire of people for faceto-face communities that mediate between the individual family, the state, and the internet.
Up until now, the issues that have captured the attention of world Jewry have been the
pressing, existential issues in Israel concerning security threats and other crises. The current
protests, however, beckon for a new kind of world Jewish attention: attention to social issues
and the striving for an improved Israeli society. This comes from a motivation to shape
Israel into an exemplary Jewish society, one that both Israelis and Jews around the
world can be proud to call home, and one that can perhaps become a light unto the
nations. Israel’s current social protests demand not only the attention of other Israelis, but
also of world Jewry.

Protest poster reads; " the people
demand Social Justice"!
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Questions for contemplation:
In what ways can you help make Israel into an Exemplary Society through increased
economic and social interventions?

Overarching question: How does my increased understanding of these protests inform
and influence my engagement with Israel and Judaism?
1.

a. What claims about these protests in Israel ring true for me? What
vision for a strong and values-guided Israel inspires my
engagement with Israel?
b. How can we, Jews who live outside of Israel, get involved to bring
about this vision?

2.

a. What might be the role of world Jews (who have different cultural, political,
and educational frames of reference) in encouraging and producing more (and
more effective) young social activists in Israel?
b. Do these protests make me reflect on the economic situation in my own
locality (city, state, country)? Does my Jewish community need to develop
responses to the economic crises affecting us?

3. How do properties purchased by Jews not living in Israel impact on Israeli society and
economy? How can world Jews contribute to build local Israeli businesses?
4. How can world Jews ensure that this vision for a strong and values-guided Israel
will impact your personal and professional relationship with Israel?
a. How might world Jewry strengthen the organizations in Israel that are
enhancing and advocating for social justice?
b. How might Jews around the world exercise their voices in actively volunteering
for the causes that speak to them?
c. Will my personal and professional relationship with Israel (trips, missions,
investments, etc.) be guided by my social justice concerns?
d. Will my greater understanding of these protests influence the way I will visit Israel
in the future? (patronizing businesses that are recognized for fair working
conditions, meeting with social activists, etc.
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Appendix A: Jewish Historical Framing
Educationally, we recommend that the encounter with the current protests in Israel be viewed
through the broader Jewish historical lens. This section seeks to frame the contemporary
conversation in Israel in terms of Jewish history and values. Here we present a perspective on
economy and society that draws on the wide trends and changes in Jewish sovereignty,
power, and responsibility over time.

Ancient/Bible Period: King Solomon's Kingdom:
The period of the First Temple stands out in history as one of the most wealthy and influential
economies in the Middle East of the time. In building the Temple (a collective Jewish asset),
Solomon's government set to obtain the most expensive materials (cedars of Lebanon, flint
stones, etc.). To import the best, he had to tax the people, who were willing to carry the
financial burden under his leadership. However, when Solomon's son Rehoboam took over
and the nation claimed the taxation was too onerous, the new king did not ease it, and the
kingdom quickly fell apart and split in two.
This story serves as a biblical-historical precedent that can be instructive to the current times.
The Jews experienced a transformation from being a united and prosperous nation to
being devastatingly split into two distinct kingdoms. This split was the start of a long
process of fracture among the Jewish people, which eventually led to the dispersion of the ten
northern tribes years later. Following the dispersion, the Jews did not return to a fully
sovereign state until 1948.
From the dispersion of the ten tribes until the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, Jews
have been scattered around the world living under varying communal conditions. In the bestcase scenario, Jews were granted autonomy under the foreign power; at worst, they were
persecuted or forced to live secret Jewish lives. This mode of living, whether in the best or
worst cases, created a mindset in which Jews had to care for their own, and maximize its rights
and freedoms within the sovereign ruling, as a minority group. Such a situation allowed the
Jewish communities to form a kind of internal solidarity which not only protected them from
external threat but allowed them to survive and thrive internally as well. The centuries allowed
for the Jewish Community as we know it today to take shape and form the glue that has help
the Jewish people together. To this day, social solidarity is a pillar of the Jewish communities
around the world.

2000 Years are around the world
During the pre-modern, pre-emancipation period of history, Jews under foreign rule had to do
everything possible to secure what rights they could from the body in power, protecting their
own sectarian interests as a minority. Yet today, with a sovereign state of our own, we have
not made the necessary leap that this historic change would call for. In Israel, the Jews need to
be accountable to themselves as a majority. Jews in Israel need to internalize their
responsibility to the grand collective of the state and its broad long-term interests.
In many ways, the sectarian model which served the Jewish people through centuries of
being a minority in the Diaspora is still echoed in aspects of modern Israeli life and
policy. These remnants of the Jewish cultural-historical baggage might be reconsidered to
better serve this large-scale collective national project.
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In Israel there is a hatred towards paying taxes, yet people pay them because it is the law. This hatred
is derived from deep within the norms of the Jewish people, who tried to evade tax payment over
centuries to their rulers who were typically enemies. To Jews, taxation=State, and State is
fundamentally not us. The Jews never had a situation in which the evasion was from paying
themselves. For thousands of years we saw ourselves as the providers of welfare, education, and
charity, and did not rely on the governing powers for theses services. In Israel today there are
thousands of Gemachim [traditional religious lending organizations], which support the Orthodox
sector. Parallel to this, there are social justice organizations…which are not supported by the
Orthodox populations. This is what it means to take the government seriously: the enterprise needs
society…and again, this is not supported by the Orthodox. The enterprise needs to work, not as a set
of connections, each helping the people they know, but rather in collective responsibility for one
another.
Rabbi Benny Lau, lecture to Jewish Agency leadership, 2011.

להיות עם חופשי בארצינו, "To be a free people in our land" (from “Hatkiva,” Israel's national
anthem) does not only mean that Jews are free and autonomous to exercise their basic rights
(to be free from a foreign power), but they are now also free to be a sovereign majority, with
all the responsibility that comes along with it. This briefing hopes to shed some light on the
core questions surrounding that responsibility.

Coming soon !
To learn more about the current protests in Israel, and explore related
music, video, and texts, check out MAKOM's special edition website:
http://makomsummerprotests.wordpress.com/

Makom – The place for compelling Israel education.
Makom embraces the vibrant complexity of Israel: the People and the Place. We create content
and cultivate Jewish activists, educators, rabbis, arts and community leaders to develop
sophisticated and honest programs that spark and forge commitment. Our expert team works
directly with individuals and organizations around the world, and leads the Program Incubator
of the Jewish Agency. We are non-partisan yet passionate, grappling with the Jewish People’s
purpose and place.
Makom - Israel. In real life.
www.makomisrael.org www.makom.haaretz.com
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