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Sermon Spark: Pesach
Taking the Jewish people from Egypt purposefully put the Jewish people into
situations that would be incredibly challenging. This is to teach us that any
worthwhile, meaningful endeavor, like taking the Jews from Egypt or creating a State
of Israel, will by nature come with significant challenge. We are called to face these
challenges with courage and integrity.

Key Texts:
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the
Philistine country, though that was shorter.

 ִכּי ָקרוֹב הוּא,ָחם ֱאל ִֹהים ֶדּ ֶר ְך ֶא ֶרץ ְפּ ִל ְשׁ ִתּים
ָ נ- וְ לֹא, ָה ָעם- ְבּ ַשׁ ַלּח ַפּ ְרעֹה ֶאת,יז וַיְ ִהי
Exodus: 13-17

The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the
Israelites.

;אַח ֵרי ְבּנֵי יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל
ֲ , וַיִּ ְרדֹּף, ֵלב ַפּ ְרעֹה ֶמ ֶל ְך ִמ ְצ ַריִ ם- ֶאת,ח וַיְ ַחזֵּק יְ הוָה
Exodus 14:8
Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For
three days they traveled in the desert without finding water.

-ֵלכוּ ְשׁל ֶֹשׁת
ְ שׁוּר; ַויּ- ִמ ְד ַבּר-ֵצאוּ ֶאל
ְ  ַויּ,סוּף-יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל ִמיַּם-ַסּע מ ֶֹשׁה ֶאת
ַ כב ַויּ
. ָמ ְצאוּ ָמיִ ם- וְ לֹא,י ִָמים ַבּ ִמּ ְד ָבּר
Exodus 15:24

The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.

. ִבּ ְר ִפ ִידם,יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל-ֲמ ֵלק; וַיִּ ָלּ ֶחם ִעם
ָ  ע,ח ַו ָיּבֹא
Exodus 17:8

In gematria, Amalek is the numerical equivalent to safek, doubt.

www.chaghaatzmaut.com

3 Sermon Spark Pesach

Framing:

Why does God over and over put the Jewish people into these difficult situations? Why
does God lead the Jewish people on a crooked path out of Egypt? Bring Pharoah back?
Not provide adequate provisions? Allow for Amalek, the embodiment of doubt, to
attack? There is a lesson here: God wanted the Jewish people to know and experience
profound challenges as they embarked on their spiritual and historic mission. That is
true today in the building of the State of Israel. Each of these encounters represents a
different kind of challenge we have experienced in building the State of Israel.
The crooked path might represent competing ideas and approaches, many never
reconciled, about what Israel should be.
•
•
•

Pharoah represents external enemies and military attacks.
Lack of food and water represents scarce resources.
Amalek represents doubt.

These challenges, however, are not signs of failure. Rather, they may be important steps
for us to take as a people to grow morally, economically, militarily, Jewishly, etc.

Modern Application to Israel Choose a challenge/setback that Israel has faced over
the last 60 years, whether military, political, economic, or spiritual. See if you can find a
way that facing that challenge has created a stronger Israel moving forward.
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