
Beginning in 2013, inheriting the concerns over Israeli price gouging 
expressed in the Tent Protests for Social Justice in 2011, Israelis in Berlin 
began commenting on how standard Israeli-made food products cost 
far less abroad than they do in Israel. From a concern about the price 
of the “Milki” chocolate mousse, this complaint led to TV news reports 
on the “New Yordim” – the new wave of people leaving Israel (literally 
“going down”) to live in Berlin. Even the Finance Minister at the time, 
Yair Lapid, wrote on his Facebook page: 
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BERLIN
SHMEMEL 
Lyrics by DROR WAIDMAN, music by DROR WAIDMAN and YANIV RAVEH

“A word for all those who have had enough and are leaving for Europe. 
You happen to have caught me in Budapest. I came here to give a 
speech to the Parliament against Antisemitism, and to remind them 
how they attempted to murder my father here only because Jews did 
not have a country of their own, how they murdered my grandfather 
in a concentration camp, how they starved my uncles, and how my 
grandmother was saved from the March of Death at the last minute. So 
you’ll forgive me if I have little tolerance for people who are willing to 
throw the only country the Jews have into the garbage, because Berlin 
is more comfortable.”

ה ֵאר פֹּ ִביל ָמה ְלִהָשּׁ ְשׁ ִבּ
ָכל ָמקֹום ׁשֹוֲאִלים ְבּ

ם ר ִלְתפֹס  ָמטֹוס ּוְלַהְתִחיל ִלְנשֹׁ ִאם ֶאְפָשׁ
ִנּי ְרחֹוָקה ׁשּוָבה עֹוֶזֶבת ְוִנְהֵיית ִמֶמּ ַגּם ַהְתּ

ָחה? ָפּ ְשׁ ִמּ ר ְלָתֵרץ ַבּ ה עֹוד ֶאְפָשׁ ָמּ ַכּ
ָנה ָבר ֲחֵמׁש ֶעְשֵׂרה ָשׁ LA  ְכּ ֵכָנה, ִהיא ָגָּרה ְבּ ַהְשּׁ

Why stay here 
They’re asking everywhere 
If you can catch a plane and begin to breathe? 
And the answer leaves  and distances itself from me 
How much longer can you use your family as an excuse? 
The neighbor, she’s been living  in LA 15 years already 

Bishvil ma lehisha’er po
Sho’alim bechol makom
Im efshar litfoss matoss ulehatchil linshom
Gam hatshuva ozevet v’nihiyet mimeni r’choka
Kama od efshar l’taretz bamishpacha?
Hash’chena hi gara b’L.A. kvar chamesh esrei shana
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  WHAT’S WITH BERLIN? 
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Says that it’s best to close the  “eye looking toward1”  
And everyone who comes back from overseas 
Tells me how good it is there 
 
Berlin Berlin 
Even if I should forget my right hand2 
You shall wait for me forever 
And we shall return to you 
Reichstag of Peace 
And of Euro and of Light 
For all your songs I have no passport3 

Let’s be honest 
Grandma and Grandpa didn’t come here out of Zionism 
They fled here because they didn’t want to die4

And now they realise that it’s not really life here 
Prefer us distant than poor 
no it's not a brain flight [brain drain] 
Not a comfort choice
It’s fleeing on foot 
To keep the head above water 
Even Jacob our Forefather went down to Egypt5

Because rent there was way lower
And salaries twice as high 

Berlin…
 
Listen 
The whole world emigrates to the whole world 
And only here it’s seen as betrayal of the People6  
By leaders who want us to stay isolated 
Stay frightened 
Because the whole world hates Jews 

Omeret k’dai sheta’atzom et ha’ayin hatzofiya
Vechol echad shechozer me’ever layam
Mesaper li kama tov sham

Berlin Berlin
Gam im eshkach et yad yamin
At techaki sham l’olamim
Shenashuv elayich
Reichstag shel shalom
V’shel yuro v’shel or
L’chol shirayich eyn li darkon

Bo nihiyeh kenim
Saba Savta lo ba’u l’po bishvil hatzionut
Hem barchu ki hem lo ratzu lamoot
V’achshav hem mevinim shepo zeh lo mamash Chayim
Ma’adifim otanu rechokim al ani’im
Lo, zo lo brichat mochot
Lo b’chirat nochut
Zo bricha im haraglayim
L’hash’ir to harosh me’al hamayim
Afilu ya’akov avinu yarad l’mitzrayim
Ki has’chirut hayta sham shlish
V’hamaskoret pi shtayim

Berlin…

Tavinu
Kol ha’olam m’hager achshav lechol ha’olam
V’rak etzlenu zeh nechshav livgida ba’am
Al yedei manhigim sherotzim shenisha’er m’vudadim
Nisha’er m’fuchadim
Ki kulam son’im yehudim

ֲעצֹם ֶאת ָהַעִין ַהּצֹוִפָיּה ַתּ ַדאי ֶשׁ אֹוֶמֶרת ְכּ
חֹוֵזר ֵמֵעֶבר ַליָּם ְוָכל ֶאָחד ֶשׁ

ם ה טֹוב ָשׁ ָמּ ר ִלי ַכּ ְמַסֵפּ

ְרִלין ְרִלין ֶבּ ֶבּ
ח ֶאת ַיד יִָמין ַכּ ַגּם ִאם ֶאְשׁ

ם ְלעֹוָלִמים י ָשׁ ַחִכּ ַאְתּ ְתּ
ָנּׁשּוב ֵאַלִיְך ֶשׁ

לֹום ל ָשׁ ַרְיְכְסָטאג ֶשׁ
ל אֹור ל יּורֹו ְוֶשׁ ְוֶשׁ

ְרּכֹון יַרִיְך ֵאין ִלי ַדּ ְלָכל ִשׁ

ִנים ּבֹוא ִנְהֶיה ֵכּ
ּיֹונּות ִביל ַהִצּ ְשׁ ה ִבּ אּו ְלפֹּ א ָסְבָתא לֹא ָבּ ַסָבּ

י ֵהם לֹא ָרצּו ָלמּות ְרחּו ִכּ ֵהם ָבּ
ׁש ַחִיּים ה ֶזה לֹא ַמָמּ פֹּ ו ֵהם ְמִביִנים ֶשׁ ְוַעְכָשׁ

ַמֲעִדיִפים אֹוָתנּו ְרחֹוִקים ַעל ֲעִנִיּים
ִריַחת מֹחֹות לֹא, זֹו לֹא ְבּ

ִחיַרת נֹוחּות לֹא ְבּ
ִריָחה ִעם ָהַרְגַלִים זֹו ְבּ

ִים ִאיר ֶאת ָהרֹאׁש ֵמַעל ַהַמּ ְלַהְשׁ
ֲאִפיּלּו ַיֲעקֹב ָאִבינּו יַָרד ְלִמְצַרִים
ִליׁש ם ְשׁ י ַהְּׂשִכירּות ָהְיָתה ָשׁ ִכּ

ִים. ַתּ י ְשׁ ֶרת ִפּ ְשׂכֹּ ְוַהַמּ

ְרִלין... ֶבּ

ִבינּו ָתּ
ו ְלָכל ָהעֹוָלם ל ָהעֹוָלם ְמַהֵגּר ַעְכָשׁ ָכּ
ַעם ב ִלְבִגיָדה ָבּ ְוַרק ֶאְצֵלנּו ֶזה ֶנְחָשׁ

ִדים ֵאר ְמֻבָדּ ִנָּשּׁ רֹוִצים ֶשׁ ַעל ְיֵדי ַמְנִהיִגים ֶשׁ
ֵאר ְמֻפָחִדים ִנָשּׁ

ָלּם ׂשֹוְנִאים ְיהּוִדים י ֻכּ ִכּ
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And every time they open their mouths 
They once again pin on me 
The yellow star like a medal of honor 
Like a flower in the lapel 
They mock us all, with minimal respect 
Open up the ghetto already 
Let us live like a normal nation

And actually I don’t want any place else 
It’s cold there, strange there, and Hebrew’s the only language 
That I love to speak 
Give me a bit of the Kinneret, if there’s any left7

I’ll be content 
But how much 
Can you ignore tomorrow 
And how can I bring children to a place  that chased off 
Dudu Zar8? 
 
Berlin…

V’chol pa’am shehem potchim et hapeh
Hem ondim li mechadash
Et hatla’I hatzahov kmo ot shel kavod
Kmo perach badash
M’vazim et kulanu, bli kavod minimali
Shichreru kvar et hagetto 
Tnu lichiyot kmo am normali

V’ani b’etzem lo rotzeh l’shum makom acher
Kar sham, zar sham, v’ivrit zo hasafa hay’chida 
she’ani ohev ledaber
Tnu li chatichat kineret, im bichlal nish’ar
Ani ehyeh m’ushar
Aval kama efshar
L’hit’alem memachar
Eich ani avi yeladim l’makom shehivri’ach mimenu 
et Dudu Zar?

Berlin…

ה ֵהם ּפֹוְתִחים ֶאת ַהֶפּ ַעם ֶשׁ ְוָכל ַפּ
ֵהם עֹוְנִדים ִלי ֵמָחָדׁש

בֹוד ל ָכּ מֹו אֹות ֶשׁ ַלאי ַהָצּהֹב ְכּ ֶאת ַהְטּ
ׁש ָדּ ַרח ַבּ מֹו ֶפּ ְכּ

בֹוד ִמיִניָמאִלי ִלי ָכּ ָלּנּו, ְבּ ְמַבִזּים ֶאת ֻכּ
ָבר ֶאת ַהֵגּטֹו ְחְררּו ְכּ ַשׁ

מֹו ַעם נֹוְרָמאִלי. נּו ִלְחיֹות ְכּ ְתּ

ֶעֶצם לֹא רֹוֶצה ְלׁשּום ָמקֹום ַאֵחר ַוֲאִני ְבּ
ָׂפה ַהְיִּחיָדה  ם, ְוִעְבִרית זֹו ַהָשּ ם, ָזר ָשׁ ַקר ָשׁ

ר ֲאִני אֹוֵהב ְלַדֵבּ ֶשׁ
ַאר ְכָלל ִנְשׁ ֶנֶּרת, ִאם ִבּ נּו ִלי ֲחִתיַכת ִכּ ְתּ

ר ֲאִני ֶאְהֶיה ְמֻאָשּׁ
ר ה ֶאְפָשׁ ָמּ ֲאָבל ַכּ

ָחר ְלִהְתַעֵלּם ֵמַהָמּ
ּנּו  ִהְבִריַח ִמֶמּ ֵאיְך ֲאִני ָאִביא ְיָלִדים ְלָמקֹום ֶשׁ

ֶאת ּדּודּו ָזר?

ְרִלין... ֶבּ

1. Referring to the end of the first verse of Hatikvah National Anthem: 
“And onward, towards the ends of the east, an eye still gazes toward 
Zion.”

2. Referring to Psalms 135:5, “ְיִמיִני ח  ַכּ ְשׁ ִתּ ִלָם  ְירּוָשׁ ֵחְך  ָכּ ֶאְשׁ  If I forget - ִאם 
you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither.” A line that is also said 
under the chuppah canopy at Jewish weddings.
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3. A fantastic reference to Nomi Shemer’s iconic song “Jerusalem of  
Gold”!  
“Jerusalem of Gold, and of Bronze, and of Light/Behold I am a lyre 
for all your songs.”

4. This is a reality for a large swathe of Ashkenazi European Israelis, 
whose descendants fled the Holocaust. However those Europeans 

  FOOTNOTES 



  AND NOW YOU 

•	 The final verse seems to hint at a sadness and a love of Israel and its 
culture. Do you ever find yourself loving your country’s culture and 
wishing to leave nevertheless?

•	 What do you feel when you learn of Israelis leaving Israel for (mostly) 
financial reasons?

•	 Do you feel there is a difference between an Israeli Jew moving to 
Germany rather than any other country in the world?

  THEMES 

 # Financial safety
 # Holocaust
 # Aliya and Yerida
 # Place of history in personal decisions
 # The Land of Israel
 # Jerusalem
 # Disillusion
 # Disappointment 
 # Defiance

who moved to Israel at the turn of the 20th century, and most Jews 
from Arab lands, did indeed come to Israel out of Zionist sentiment 
– secular and religious.

5. Jacob did indeed “go down” to Egypt to live under the protection of 
his son Joseph, after G!d had assured him life would go well for him 
there. (Genesis 36:3-4)

6. See Yair Lapid’s response to the Israeli Berliners, for a mild example.

7. In this gentle reference to Arik Einstein’s famous song “San Francisco 
on the Water”, we gain a picture of how, until 2020, the Kinneret was 
drying up through lack of water. Also, most of the beaches along 
the Kinneret have been commandeered by private contractors who 
tend to charge a fair sum for accessing the lake.

8. Dudu Zar was most known for starring in a beloved TV Children’s 
show – Nice Butterfly – Parpar Nechmad – for some twenty years. In 
2013 he moved to Los Angeles.
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