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Purim and Peoplehood 
 

On Collective Responsibility 
 
 

Activity: Reviewing the Purim Story  
 
 
Length: 40 minutes 
 
This trigger aims to: 

a) Review the Purim story and thereby "even the playing field" between those 
who are already familiar with the story and those who are not. 

b) Get the participants interacting with one another, as the learning session is 
scheduled towards the beginning of the program  

 
Needed: Chabad.org "Basic Purim Story" 
   Scissors 
 
Instructions:  
Divide the participants into small groups; give each group one section of the story to 
learn together. After about 2-5 minutes, challenge all participants to arrange 
themselves, standing up and standing in a line, in what they think is the correct 
chronological order of the Megillah. They will need to start asking around and asking 
each other what their story parts were, and try to figure out as a group challenge the 
correct order.  
 
Once they're done, they go in order, one at a time, with each "group" summarizing 
their part of the story. This will make for one coherent narrative, which hopefully 
resembles the Purim story.  
 

 We recommend facilitators to read the whole Megillah story beforehand.  
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Study:  
 

 

 
By Uriel Lederberg, Executive Director of Pa'amonim, a large Israeli non-profit that 
assists Israel's poor to achieve financial stability   
Maariv, March 17th, 2011 
 
…Indeed, Purim is an especially social holiday; an event in which solidarity is 
naturally imbedded…This holiday is based on an event seared in our collective 
awareness thousands of times over history in various ways: the attempt of a regime 
to eliminate any Jewish presence from the surroundings. In the case of Purim, we are 
dealing with a Final Solution to the Jewish Problem, far before the term "Final 
Solution" was invented on European soil.  
 

8.  Haman said to King Achashverosh, "There 
is one nation, scattered and dispersed among 
the nations throughout the provinces of your 
kingdom, whose laws are unlike those of any 
other nation and who do not obey the laws of 
the King. It is not in the King's interest to 
tolerate them. 

נֹו ַעם  וֵרֹוש: יֶשְׁ ֹּאֶמר ָהָמן ַלֶמֶלְך ֲאַחשְׁ וַי
ֹּל  כ ים בְׁ ָֹּרד ֵבין ָהַעמִּ פ ֻפָזר ּומְׁ ֶאָחד, מְׁ

ָכל ָעם,  ֹּנֹות מִּ כּוֶתָך, וְָׁדֵתיֶהם ש ינֹות ַמלְׁ דִּ מְׁ
ים, וְַׁלֶמֶלְך ֵאין  ֹּשִּ וְֶׁאת ָדֵתי ַהֶמֶלְך ֵאינָם ע

 ֹּ ַהנִּיָחם;ש וֶה לְׁ  

9 "If it please the King, let [an edict] be issued 
for their destruction… 

Esther 3:8-9 

ָדם ַאבְׁ ם ַעל ַהֶמֶלְך טֹוב, יִָּכֵתב לְׁ  אִּ

 

And indeed, it did please the king to do this. How simple, how monstrous. The story 
of the Megilla is but one example of the Jewish People being spared from one of the 
many variations of programs against them over the course of history.  
 
 
The nature of the victory [of the Jews] was, start to finish, an act of national and 
human solidarity. The Jews understood that in times of distress, they must be united. 
Strengthening the national and social collective is the first rule during awful times. 
One crucial moment in the story is the moment when Esther understands that the 
task rests solely on her gentle shoulders. So she asks Mordechai to do so out of an 
understanding that a unified society stands behind her, her society looks out one for 
the other: 
 

15 Esther said to relay to Mordechai:  

16 "Go and gather all the Jews who are in 
Shushan and fast for my sake…My maids 
and I shall also fast in the same way. Then I 
shall go to the king, though it is unlawful, 
and if I perish, I perish."  

Esther 4:16 

ים  צְׁאִּ ים ַהנִּמְׁ "ֵלְך כְׁנֹוס ֶאת ָכל ַהיְׁהּודִּ
ַֹּתי  בְׁשּוָשן, וְׁצּומּו ָעַלי ]...[ ַגם ֲאנִּי וְׁנֲַער
ֵכן ָאבֹוא ֶאל ַהֶמֶלְך ֲאֶשר ֹלא  ָאצּום ֵכן, ּובְׁ

י תִּ י ָאָבדְׁ תִּ  "ַכָדת, וְַׁכֲאֶשר ָאַבדְׁ
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"Purim is so much more than a 'Happy Holiday'" 
 

http://www.paamonim.org/englishmain.php
http://www.nrg.co.il/
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…The nature in which the Sages established the commemoration of the grand victory 
is instructive of this social infrastructure: 

 
"…to make them days of feasting, rejoicing, 
sending food portions one to another and 
giving gifts to the poor." 

Esther 9:22 

ָחה  מְׁ ֶתה וְׁשִּ שְׁ "ַלֲעשֹות אֹוָתם יְֵׁמי מִּ
לֹו שְׁ ֵרֵעהּו ּוַמָתנֹות ּומִּ יש לְׁ ַח ָמנֹות אִּ

יֹונִּים "ָלֶאבְׁ  

 
Feasting and rejoicing – that makes sense, but the other two mitzvot do not appear 
at any other holiday: sending food portions and gifts to the poor. What could this be 
if not for an understanding that without social solidarity among this victimized 
People, there would never have been a victory? 
 
 
 
Maimonides, in his all-encompassing 12th Century legal code, "Yad HaChazakah", 
[not only] obligates us to send 2 food portions to a friend…[and] give out gifts to the 
poor on Purim "… but also expands to emphasize:  

 

"it is better for a person to increase their gifts to the poor than to 
increase their feast and food portions – for there is no greater and 
more exquisite joy than bringing joy to the hearts of the poor, the 
orphaned, widowed, and estranged, for one who brings joy to the 
hearts of these unhappy [people], is likened to the Divine Presence"  

(Maimonides, Laws of Megilah, Chapter 2) 

 
Maimonides did not invent this from thin air; rather, he was gleaning, even then, 
from a long tradition that related to Purim as a holiday during which we take note of 
the foundations of our existence as a People. [Purim is about] collective 
responsibility, looking out for the other, taking a glimpse at our own backyard, 
relating to the other in need as the person behind the mask of "poverty" or 
"wealth"; and it is incumbent upon us to help him to his feet.  
 
 
This crucial tradition indeed encouraged celebrating the victory – even to get drunk 
(or at least to get tipsy) from the wine of joy; but not before completing the social 
mitzvot [or obligations]: sending food portions to one's friend, and, most 
importantly, giving gifts to the poor. This crucial part of the Purim holiday should be 
placed at the center of the day's conversation, before the masks and graggers 
[noisemakers], and wine. Only then will our joy be complete.  
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My collective:  
Gifts to the poor 

My community: 
Megillah Reading 

My Friends: 
Food portions 

Me & My Family: 
Purim Seudah 

Dvar Torah for Purim: Spheres of Responsibility & Human Initiative 
 
Most Jewish holidays revolve around a central experience within the home. Pesach 
features the family-wide and family-engaging Pesach Seder, Channukah features an 
intimate candle lighting in the home. Yet the Purim Mitzvot can be organized within 
concentric circles of responsibility.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jewish Law, by obligating us on Purim in this way, is beckoning to us to break down 
the walls of our home and draw others in. To extend ourselves to our brothers in 
need, and not just focus on our own personal experiences. 
 
What's more, while other holidays highlight miraculous victories guided by the Hand 
of God (Pesach with the epic splitting of the sea, Channukah with the oil lasting 8 
nights), Purim's victory seems entirely brought about by human initiative. What's 
more, Megillat Esther stands out by having not a single mention of God in its 
entirety. The Purim Story is a call to the Jewish People for all of time, a call to action 
on behalf of other Jews in need. Purim teaches us: we will not wait for a miracle, we 
will answer the call to duty ourselves. 
 
As Mordechai encourages Esther to heed her call to action: 

…And who knows, perhaps you have attained 
to royal position for just such a moment?  

Esther 4:14 

 ּוִמי יֹוֵדַע ִאם ְלֵעת כָּזֹאת ...
 ?ִהַגַעְת ַלַמְלכּות
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