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Project TEN Educational Curriculum

 Introduction and Rationale 

The Jewish Agency’s Project TEN is a service-learning experience, combining volunteer 

service in disadvantaged communities with rich Jewish learning and encounters between 

Jews from around the world. This curriculum makes up the formal learning that goes 

hand-in-hand with the service work component of the program. 

The Project TEN educational curriculum is comprised of 3 parallel tracks: 

Justice and Responsibility, �� exploring some of the key themes related to 

social justice work and social responsibility

Shabbat, �� exploring Shabbat as an embodiment of two values: equality and 

sustainability on the one hand, and as a covenant with God on the other, and 

how these values play into our lives in the 21st Century.

“To Be a Free People in One’s Land”��  (TBAFPIOL), focusing on Israel and 

the notion of homeland and sovereignty as it relates to social justice and the 

developing world

The overarching framework for all three educational tracks can be best described by 

psychologists Henry A. Murray and Clyde Kluckhohn, who concluded in 1953 that:

“all men are like all other men…like some other men…and like no other men.”

We can readily acknowledge that this was written in the language of the time and applies 

equally to both genders. What might it mean? 

“like all other [people]” highlights the fact that, in many 

ways, all people and cultures are the same. And, compared 

to animals and inanimate objects, we really are the same!

“like some other [people]” touches on the idea that we 

belong to groups that divide us from some while bonding 

us together with others; though unique, we are each also 

part of our gender, ethnic, religious group or nation.

“like no other [people]” is the empowering notion that 

every person is a unique individual; she (or he) has her 

own constellation of attributes and distinct fingerprint on 

the world.

None

Some

All

Introduction
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 What makes this curriculum unique? 

This curriculum was designed to facilitate an encounter between young Jewish adults from 

all over the world. As such, it takes into consideration that the different participants come 

with a variety of perspectives, or even contrasting world views on some of the values 

at the heart of the curriculum. Therefore, we did our best to ensure that the curriculum 

represent a variety of voices, so that participants will each be able to find a voice they can 

identify with, and yet still be challenged by contrasting voices to their own. 

 Project TEN’s Desired Participant Outcomes 

The sum total experience on Project TEN is an amalgam of intensive service work, formal 

learning (educational curriculum), a unique social encounter, and much “incidental 

learning” that goes on as participants are exposed to a new culture. In providing each 

of these features to the participants, we seek to achieve the following participant 

outcomes.

At the end of a Project TEN program, participants will:

Gain a deep and rich understanding of core values and dilemmas at play in the field ��

of social justice and the pursuit of just society

Be inspired to become lifelong change agents in their own communities and/or the ��

world at large

Develop an increased understanding of and appreciation for their local host ��

community, its needs, and culture  

Develop an increased understanding of and appreciation for the diversity of the ��

global Jewish People

Develop an increased understanding of and appreciation for Jewish culture and ��

tradition 

Acquire a basic, nuanced understanding of Israel’s role – past, present, and future – in ��

the pursuit of a just world   

Hone their sense of personal and collective Jewish identity by engaging in Jewish ��

learning and by jointly celebrating Jewish holidays and rituals 

Feel a sense of responsibility and commitment to both the Jewish People and the ��

greater world  
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1. Justice and Responsibility

If I am not for myself who will be for me? 

Yet, if I am for myself only, what am I? 

And if not now, when?

 

The Justice and Responsibility track focuses on 3 meta-questions:

Responsibility to our Circles of Obligation: 1. What Are Our Concentric Circles 

of Obligation? How are we to prioritize where and to whom we will direct our 

responsibility? 

Ethics of Intervening2. : What are the ethics at play when realizing human 

responsibility? Are the risks of intervening in injustice worth taking? How can we 

work to minimize these risks?

Living Justice3. : How can I live a just life? How does my experience on Project TEN 

relate to my life? What happens when I return home? 

In designing the curriculum and its pedagogies, we were guided by Repair the World’s 

Standards of Practice for Immersive Jewish Service-learning Programs.

  

ִאם ֵאין ֲאִני ִלי ִמי ִלי?

ּוְכשֲֶׁאִני ְלַעְצִמי ָמה ֲאִני? 

ְוִאם ֹלא ַעְכשָׁיו ֵאיָמַתי?

http://www.organizing20.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/IJSL-Standards-of-Practice_final.pdf
http://www.organizing20.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/IJSL-Standards-of-Practice_final.pdf
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Justice and Responsibility
Annotated Table of Contents

 ORIENTATION WEEK: 

Introduction: Why am I here? 1. 

Personal Mission Statement 2. 

On Poverty: Jewish sources on poverty, on measuring poverty, and "why does 3. 

poverty exist?"

Why Does Poverty Exist? delving deeper into the question “why does poverty exist?”4. 

A Better World – exploring visions of a bettered world5. 

The Power of One6. 

Why Work to Better the World? Exploring the various motivations that drive people 7. 

to do good. 

 CHAPTER 1: Responsibility to our Circles of Obligation ([U) 

In this chapter, we take a look at the ways in which we are at once (1) unique (like no one 

else), (2) attached (like some others), and (3) the same (like all others). We will ask how 

our sense of responsibility affects each one of these rungs. 

1.  What Are Our Concentric Circles of Obligation?

2.  Particular vs. Universal orientations

3.  Reflection Session: The Role of Context in our perception of need and our decision 

to take action

4.  Film – Homecoming: on multiple identities and circles of obligation

5.  The Poor of Your City: questioning where our foremost obligations lie
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  CHAPTER 2: Ethics of Intervening 

Unit 2: Bystander Responsibility

“How far does my obligation extend in solving global problems?” “What are some of the 

risks involved in helping others?” And “What does Jewish and Israeli culture have to say 

and how does it relate to our history and identity as a nation?”

1. Bystander Responsibility in the Face of Human Need: degrees of responsibility 

towards others

2. Reflection Session: Out of Egypt

Unit 3: Ethics of Intervening in Injustice

What moral issues are at stake once one decides to intervene, and how to “do it right?” 

 Potential outcomes of intervening in the developing world1. 

 Ethics in Action:  Policies for ethical intervention2. 

 3. Reflection Session: My Ethics of Intervening

 CHAPTER 3: Living Justice 

Unit 4: Materialism and Consumption

In this unit, we look at wealth and materialism, which is particularly prevalent in the 

developed world 

Between Minimalism and Comfort1. 

Dilemmas of Materialism and Values2. 

Ethical Consumption3. 

Reflection Session:4.  The 100 Thing Challenge

Unit 5: Sustainability

In our quest to answer the meta-question “how can I live a just life?” sustainability provides 

an answer that can address challenges both in the developing and western worlds. 

What is Sustainability?1. 

Sustainable Initiatives2. 

Reflection Session3. : Sustainability and me
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Unit 6: Tzedek, Tzedakah, & Chessed

As the curriculum nears its end, we begin to digest the Project TEN experience and learning. 

This unit helps participants reflect, through a Jewish lens, on strategies for change-making 

and realizing responsibilities to their concentric circles of obligation. 

Tzedek, Tzedakah, Chessed1. 

Reflection Session: 2. Into the Future

APPENDIX: Group Process Sessions
Several group dynamic sessions and tools that we see as healthy complements to the 

educational material.   

Reflection Session: 1. Expectations: from ourselves, from one another, and from 

Project TEN

Reflection Session:2.  “Reflections”: taking a look at where you are and how far 

you’ve come 

Reflection Session:3.  Reflecting on Myself as a Giver

Concluding Reflections: 4. Several activities and reflections to help the group 

conclude the Project TEN experience in a meaningful way.
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2. Shabbat Curriculum

Shabbat is a palace in time. It is the Jewish embodiment of core worldly values such as 

sustainability, harmony with the environment and human rest. In this curriculum, each 

session explores a different aspect, value or idea which connects Judaism, global values 

and Shabbat. Each session opens with extracts from secular and Jewish literature, 

identifying a challenge related to issues of work, rest, materialism and spirituality. This 

will be followed by a series of questions/activities inviting the participants to explore the 

relevance of that issue to their own everyday lives, their experience in Africa and the goals 

of Zionism. The texts will provide opportunities for deep thought and intimate sharing of 

ideas, ideals, hopes and fears.

These sessions are intended to be used on Shabbat at the Project TEN center.

 Aims:  

Participants will consider the place of Shabbat in the life of individual Jews, the 1. 

Jewish people and the State of Israel.

Participants will engage in reflection on their own Jewish identity, their relationship 2. 

to the Jewish people and the State of Israel.

Participants will gain a deeper understanding of Jewish philosophy and tradition as 3. 

it relates to work, leisure, Shabbat and the State of Israel.

Participants will bond together as a group through shared reflection and 4. 

discussion.

 Table of Contents: 

Their Saturday, Your Day of Rest, Our Shabbat.1. 

The Act of Rest2. 

Rest: From What, How, and For Whom?3. 

A Palace in Time4. 

Shabbat Mode: Entering the Palace5. 

Shabbat in the Public Space 6. 

 Appendices: Shabbat Soundtrack 



Project TEN  Identity Design, Presentation I
Project TEN  Identity Design, Presentation I

12

Introduction��

3. To Be a Free People in One’s Land

We propose designing this curriculum with the pedagogic framework based on the 

penultimate line from Israel's national anthem, Hatikva:  “Lihiyot Am Chofshi B’Artzenu/ 

B’artzam” – “To be a free people in our/one’s land”. This framework breaks down the 

phrase into 4 core values (To be, free, a People, in one’s land) which assumes that the 

creation of the State of Israel introduced a unique reality that has brought to life this 

combination of values into the Jewish world. Only since 1948 have Jews been able to live 

in the land of the Tanach, free to govern themselves and other citizens democratically, 

committed to creatively interpret Jewish culture and to connect to Jews globally in 

order to make a collective Jewish contribution to the world.  This perspective allows us 

to focus on the four features of Zionism that together frame the new Jewish existence. 

An understanding of these values can deepen and enrich the larger Jewish experience, 

particularly in the area of service and tikkun olam.  

This curriculum tries to look at the meeting place between the Jewish collective, the 

Zionist collective, and our responsibility as players in the universal arena. The program 

will provide participants with a mirror and a window- an opportunity to encourage them 

to look both outwards and inwards to learn, and then reevaluate what our role is as a 

People in the world.

 Table of Contents: 

Unit 1: To be a people - This unit will address the “coming to be” of the Jewish nation. 

We will explore questions like: What is a national identity? How is it formed? When was 

Jewish national identity formed? Is Jewish national identity unique to history? The unit 

will consider the relevance of the terms “nation”, “race”, and “religion” to Jewish national 

identity, and put forward the terms “People” and “Peoplehood” as the most appropriate 

description and definition of the uniqueness of Jewish history and identity. 

Unit 2: What does it mean to be a chosen people? This session will explore various 

Jewish perspectives which interpret the concept of a “chosen people” and look at it 

throughout history. We will address the core question: do the Jews have a national mission 

and destiny as a possible central component of Jewish Peoplehood? We will examine the 

notion of chosen-ness and what it means to us both personally and collectively.  

Unit 3: To be a free people - This unit addresses the nature of freedom as it is embodied 

in the creation of the State, something that those in the developed world may take for 
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granted. This freedom includes not only freedom from suffering and persecution, but also 

the freedom to take responsibility for oneself and one’s fellows, and the freedom to grant 

or refuse freedoms to others. This unit will explore what freedom means for: citizens of 

the Western world, Israelis, the Jewish People, and people in the developing world. 

Unit 4: - To be a free people in one’s land - This session addresses the “place of place” 

in shaping identities, and explores how societies, groups, and cultures are influenced 

and shaped by the scenery in which they live, and how they in turn shape and interpret 

that scenery. Participants will explore questions like: What does it mean to connect to a 

particular piece of land? 

Unit 5: Between the free people and their Land: Israel Diaspora relationship  - This 

unit addresses the multi- vocal relationships between the people and the land. What does 

it mean for the Jewish People to have their own shared geographic space? How has Israel 

shaped the Jewish People, and how have the Jewish People shaped the land?

Unit 6: To be free in our land - This unit addresses the contemporary reality of Jewish 

sovereignty in our own land since 1948. It will explore the challenges and opportunities 

that this reality presents the Jewish People. We will explore questions like: What are 

the costs and benefits of the notion of ‘normality’ that the Jewish People have finally 

achieved after 2000 years of yearning, now that they have finally returned to the family 

of nations? The unit will consider whether the Jewish People and the State of Israel has 

finally returned to the family of nations in light of the tense relationship between Israel 

and the international community. 

Units 6-7: To be free in our land – These units consider the relative strengths and 

weaknesses of governments in the pursuit of humanitarian relief and international 

development, using Israel as a case study. We will explore how Zionist thinkers and 

leaders perceived of Israel's role in developing countries and gain a basic understanding 

of Israel's current investments there. Lastly, we will articulate a vision for Israel's future 

role in humanitarian relief and international development.   


