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Counting the Haredi population is complicated since it is difficult to clearly 
define who one is counting. The Central Bureau of Statistics gave competing 
evaluations that vary somewhere in between 750,000 to 900,000. 
 
Due to the very high Haredi fertility rate (around eight children per woman), 
the younger the age cohort of Israel’s overall population , the larger is the 
share of Haredim in it. The more young Haredim join the birth-giving cycle at a 
higher rate, the more influence they have on the Jewish birth rate at large. 
More than one-fourth (28.5 percent) of Jewish newborns in 2006 were of      

      Haredi families. 
 

After many years of increase, the Haredi fertility rate has been falling off in 
recent years (2002-2006). In two all-Haredi towns, Upper Betar and Upper 
Modi’in, the fertility rate fell from 8.9 in 2001 to 7.7 in 2006 and from 9.0 to 
8.0, respectively (Ha’aretz, Jan. 14, 2008). 
Even though these trends will slow the growth rate of the Haredi population, 
they will not change the upward trend in the share of Haredim in the Jewish 
and Israeli population in the years to come.   
  
In new research, Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics is predicting that the 
ultra-Orthodox Jewish community will make up nearly a third of the country's 
population within 50 years. 
 

 
 
[From Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in Israel] 
In 30 years, 78% of Israel’s primary school students will be Haredior Arabs, 
and only 14% will be in the non-religious State school system – if the trends 
of the past decade continue. 

In 1960, 15 percent of all primary school pupils were enrolled in either the 
Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) or in the Israeli Arab school systems, while 61 
percent were in the non-religious State school system (Figure 6). Two 
decades later, by 1980, the share of ultra-Orthodox and Israeli Arab pupils 
rose to 26 percent… 

According to Nachum Blass from the Taub Center, during the first decade of 
the 2000s there was a decline of three percent in the number of pupils in the 
State school system, an eight percent increase in the State-Religious school 
system, a rise of 33 percent in the Israeli Arab school system, and 51 percent 
more pupils in the ultra-Orthodox school system.  
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