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In this session, the students will debate the true meaning of what it means
to be a Zionist today. Armed with a short text study, they will advocate for
fictional stereotypes of various Zionists.

Goals:

Will the Real
 Zionist Please Stand Up?

 The students will think critically about what being a Zionist means
today.

 The students will learn some classic Zionist texts.
 The students will explore the connection between the Jewish

People and the Land of Israel.
 The students will address the relationship between Diaspora Jewry

and Israel.
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Outline:

Introduction
In this part, the students will be introduced to the activity, and the
scenario will be set.

Text study
In this part, the students will explore several of the classic texts on
Zionism, so as to be best equipped to debate in the later parts of the
session.

Making their case
In this part, each of the characters will make their case about why
they are the most Zionist.

Debate and decision-making
Finally, after hearing the cases, we will raise several discussion
questions, and the students (armed with the texts they studied at
the beginning) will debate which character they believe is the most
Zionist.

Part 1:

Part 2:

Part 3:

Part 4:
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Activity:
The premise of this activity is that a wealthy Jewish man dies, and bequeaths his fortune to
“his most Zionist child”. Each of his four children believe that their father was referring to them
in his will, and presents a case as to why their lives and accomplishments prove that they are
in fact the most Zionist.

The students must then debate and discuss the issues raised in each of the “defendant’s”
claims, and attempt to reach a conclusion as to who should receive the fortune.

Instructions:
There are four central characters being portrayed in the activity. We recommend using either
four facilitators/teachers as actors, with one portraying each character, or selecting four
students to do the portrayal.

Each actor (who is encouraged to dress up and dramatically embody their persona as much as
possible) will make their case, as written below. Following the initial case presentation, a
discussion will ensue in which the students should be challenged to discuss the Zionist issues
that arose, and evaluate which character

 Introduction
Read the following introduction and instructions to the students:

Part 1:

Mr. Ritchy Gold has died at age 74 among family and friends on his estate in Chappaqua
last Thursday. His last will and testament bequeaths his entire estate including all of his
wealth and possessions (totaling a sum of over $50 million) to his child that is “the most
Zionist.”

No further specifications have been made as to which of his four children he was referring
to when he and his lawyers drafted the will. The will distinctly states that the fortune
cannot be divided, but rather will be allocated in one lump sum to the child in question.

Since each of Mr. Gold’s children has claimed that their father was “clearly referring to”
them, we are gathered here in the presence of a judge to determine the legal heir to the
Gold fortune.

Each Gold child will receive five minutes to make their case in the preceding, after which a
discussion will be held to determine the outcome.
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Text Study

Instruct the students:

Then give out the text sheet below, and review the texts together.

Before the four defendants make their cases, our legal research team has prepared
the following information packets for you to study and review, so that you will be
better prepared to evaluate the case and make a just legal decision.

Part 2:
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1. Theodore Herzl, “The Jewish State”, 1896

"And what glory awaits those who fight unselfishly for the cause! Therefore I believe that a
wondrous generation of Jews will spring into existence. The Maccabeans will rise again...

The Jews who wish for a State will have it. We shall live at last as free men on our own
soil, and die peacefully in our own homes.

The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness.
And whatever we attempt there to accomplish for our own welfare, will react powerfully and
beneficially for the good of humanity.”

2. Ahad Ha’am: “Jewish State and Jewish Problem”, 1897

It needs not an independent State, but only the creation in its
native land of conditions favorable to its development: a good-sized
settlement of Jews working without hindrance in every branch of
culture, from agriculture and handicrafts to science and literature.
This Jewish settlement, which will be a gradual growth, will become
in course of time the centre of the nation, wherein its spirit will
find pure expression and develop in all its aspects up to the highest
degree of perfection of which it is capable.

3.  A.D. Gordon, “People and Labor,” 1911

In Palestine, we must do with our own hands all the things that make up the sum total of
life. We must ourselves do all the work, from the least strenuous, cleanest and most
sophisticated to the dirtiest and most difficult. In our own way, we must feel what a worker
feels and what a worker thinks – then, and only then, shall we have a culture of our own
for then we shall live a life of our own. It all seems very clear: From now on our principal
ideal must be Labor.

4. Ben-Gurion, “the Imperatives of the Jewish Revolution,” 1944

We must master our fate, we must take destiny into our own hands!...Galut
[Diaspora] means dependence – material, political, spiritual, cultural, and
intellectual dependence – because we are aliens, a minority, bereft of a
homeland, rootless and separated form the soil, from labor, and from basic
industry.

Our task it to break radically with this dependence and to become
masters of our own fate – in a word, to achieve independence. To have
survived in the Galut despite all odds is not enough; we must create, by our
own effort, the necessary conditions for our future survival as a free and
independent people. The meaning of the Jewish revolution is contained in
one word –independence! Independence for the Jewish people in its
homeland!

What seems to be most important to Ahad Ha’am?

   a. Jewish military/defense c. a Jewish independent State
   b. Jewish culture d. Jewish agriculture

Based on this quote, would Herzl rather: (circle your answer)
a. A Jewish State in Israel or A Jewish State anywhere in the world
b. Jews to be rich or Jews to be free
c. The world inspired by Jews or Maccabees coming back to life

What would Gordon probably be most impressed by?
a. A large donation to Israel b.  A petition supporting Israel
c. A soldier serving in the Israeli army d.  A volunteer on Kibbutz

Why did Ben Gurion most want to establish the State of Israel so badly?
a. Because he only wanted to live among Jews
b. Because he felt like a minority outside Israel
c. Because he was sick of being dependent on other countries
d. Because he wanted to survive the Galut

5. Mordecai Kaplan, “A New Zionism”, 1959

Eretz Yisrael has to be reclaimed as the only place in the world where Jewish civilization can
be perfectly at home. But also other lands where Jews have taken root have to be rendered
capable of harboring that civilization. The one purpose cannot be achieved without the other.
Should Jewish civilization fail to be at home in Eretz Yisrael, it will disappear everywhere else.
Should it disappear everywhere else, it is bound to give way to some new Levantine
civilization in Eretz Yisrael.

…So Zionism must undo its most serious blunder: retaining the traditional belief that
the ultimate destiny of the Jewish people is to be completely ingathered within the
boundaries of Eretz Yisrael.

Zionism Texts6

Circle True or False:

Kaplan and Ben Gurion agree about the place of Jews in the Diaspora True / False
Kaplan thinks that Israel needs American Judaism, and vice versa True / False
Kaplan would probably regret not having lived in Israel True / False
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Making their case

The case for each of the children
 is presented below:

Yair:

Yair made Aliyah straight after high school
when he was 18 and immediately enlisted in
the Israeli army.  He served four years in an
elite combat unit, and continues to do
miluim (reserve duty) to this day. Yair, who
married a secular native Israeli and moved to
a town just outside Tel Aviv, has lost what
religious identity he had in his youth. He
does not keep Shabbat, he travels abroad on
Yom Kippur, and has even baked his own
bread on Pesach. Yair pays taxes, votes in

every Israeli election, and is raising two strong, passionate Israel-loving children. He is not at all
concerned that his children will ever want to leave Israel, as he has ingrained in them a love for
their national homeland. His son is in the process of trying out for elite army units.

Yair considers himself a true Zionist since he lives in the heart of Israel, contributes to its
society and culture, and continues to defend it. He is teaching his children to be patriots and is
instilling within them the importance of fighting for their country. He believes he is the
portrait of a Zionist and believes without hesitation that his father could only have been
referring to him in his will.

Part  3:

Secular Military Zionist in Tel Aviv
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Shira:

After finishing college in America, Shira and her
husband decided to move to Israel and settle in
Hebron, a city south of Jerusalem in (what she would
never call) the Occupied Territories where our
forefathers and mothers are buried. She believes
passionately that it is the calling of the Jewish People
to move to Israel and re-inhabit the land in its
entirety, filling in all of the borders of Biblical Israel.
Shira is orthodox, and has six children, most of
whom have never stepped foot outside “their Israel”
(and she is fine with that!). Shira is disgusted by
Israelis in Tel Aviv and the like who seem to care

more about Palestinians than Jews. Shira believes that Jews outside of Israel live incomplete
lives, and that their opinions about Israel’s decisions are less legitimate than the opinions of
the Jews who are actually living in Israel.

Shira is bringing up her family to be devout Jews, and actively involved members of the Jewish
people. She has instilled in them a fierce connection to the Land of Israel, and has taught them
not to turn the other cheek, but stand up for themselves and their people.

Her sons will certainly serve in the army, and her daughters will do national service (not army).
However, if her sons are given orders that do not comply with their belief system, she hopes
that they will know better than to follow the orders. Shira believes she is the “most Zionist”
child because she lives and breathes Israel and Jewish heritage, and her daily existence is a
fight to hold onto Jewish land.

Religious Zionist in Israel
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Michael:

Michael spent a year studying at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem during college and grew very
connected to Israel. To him, Israel is deeply
intertwined with his Jewish identity. As a person
deeply in touch with his own strengths and
weaknesses, Michael decided after college that his
personal strengths and talents would be most
affective if used to strengthen the Jewish community
in the United States. So, he moved to the Washington
D.C. area where his still lives with his wife (a lawyer)
and three children, who go to Jewish Day School.

Michael established a career in Jewish communal organizations, including a Jewish
social action organization that sends aid to Third World Countries, and a political
advocacy organization that lobbies Washington on Israel’s behalf. He channels every
ounce of energy he has into these Jewish and Israel-supporting causes he is so
passionate about.

Michael has taught countless people about Zionism, the centrality of Israel, and even
about Aliyah. He helps organize missions to Israel and rallies in America. He supports
Israel from afar and believes he is doing far more for Israel (and on a large scale!) than
he could if he lived in Israel. He also believes he does more for Israel than any of his
other siblings, because he is influencing American public policy toward Israel and
inspiring and teaching the younger generation about Zionsim.

Israel-engaged leader in the Diaspora
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Julie:

Julie is a very successful lawyer who graduated Harvard law school
and established a high-power career in law.  She is married with
three children. After graduation she moved to New York and
currently lives in an impressive home in Westchester. As her
successes grew, Julie sent significant sums to Israel towards a
variety of causes.  She sent her children to Zionist summer camps
and they sometimes talk of Aliyah. But Julie feels that the funds
sent to Israel are accomplishing big things and believes that
moving there would compromise her ability to contribute in a
significant way.  She is not a certified lawyer in Israel, struggles in
Hebrew, and could not make nearly the annual salary in Israel
that she makes in New York.

Julie considers herself and her family Zionists and vacation in Israel several times a year, they
even own a house in Herzliya, but she thinks her place is in New York.

Being in the business world like her late father, Julie knows that even the most noble causes
need to have real financial backing. She is proud to count herself among Israel’s most
generous supporters, and knows that her contributions go farther than simply living there
could. She is sure that her father would agree and grant her his inheritance.

Israel Supporter -$$$
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Discussion and Debate

Some Suggested Discussion Questions:

Point out the Zionist pride conveyed through each of the four narratives.

Part 4:

 What makes someone a good Zionist? [reference the text study]
 If you could “reinvent” a child, combining attributes from multiple

children, or perhaps adding your own, what would that child look
like? What would his/her claim to the fortune be?

 Can you think of any other types of Zionists not portrayed in this
activity?

 What do you feel about the importance of living in Israel as a
defining attribute of a Zionist? Do Jews need to live in Israel to be
Zionists?

 How important is it to influence America to support Israel?

DEBATE:
In your opinion, which child deserves to inherit this huge sum?
Allow for 1 “for” and 1 “against” speech to be made about each of the 4
characters depicted above. At the end, cast a vote.
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