


 

 265 Ksharim 

L e s s o n 31: 
Yom Ha-Atzmaut  
 

 

1. Outline:  

a. A summary of the origins of the day and its establishment as a holiday 

in the State of Israel. 

b. An examination of the connection between Yom HaZikaron (Memorial 

Day for Fallen Soldiers and Victims) and Yom HaAtzmaut and Israeli 

ambivalence to the proximity of the dates. 

c. Exploring the religious connotations of the day and its celebration as a 

religious holiday. 

 

 

2. Introduction: 

 Yom HaAtzmaut – Israel’s Independence Day -has become an accepted almost 

universally in the Jewish world as a day of celebration and identification with 

the State of Israel. Jewish communities the world over mark the day with gala 

dinners, Israel parades, picnics, youth activities etc.  This date, more than any of 

the traditional holidays, expresses Jews’ connection to the State and the land. 

In this lesson we will examine some of the issues and different perceptions of 

Yom HaZikaron and HaAtzmaut in various segments of Israeli society. This 

study will help illustrate issues and ideologies discussed in Israel today and 

question how these might be relevant to Diaspora Jewry’s perception of the 

state as well as the day. 

 

3. Goals: 

a. To familiarize the class with how Yom HaAtzmaut is perceived and 

celebrated in Israel in general. 

b. To examine the connection between Yom HaZikaron and Yom 

HaAtzmaut in Israeli and its changing meaning in Israeli society. 

c. To examine the religious significance given to the day and its 

expression in emerging rituals. 

d. To explore if and how these expressions of Israeli society are relevant to 

Jews outside of Israel. 

 

4. Expanded Outline: 

 

a. Historical Summary 

i. The State of Israel was proclaimed on the day the British High 

Commissioner left Palestine and ended the British Mandate 

several months before its official deadline. In order to prevent a 

vacuum of authority David Ben Gurion convened the people’s 
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representatives in the Tel Aviv Museum, proclaimed the
establishment of the State of Israel and installed a provisional
government.  The date was Friday the 14th of May 1948
corresponding to Hebrew date of (see calendar lesson) 5th of Iyar
5708.  The establishment of the State of Israel at that time was
not an obvious course of action as a guerilla war against the local
Arabs had been in progress for months, claiming many lives, and
it was clear that the armies of the neighboring Arab States would
invade the infant state as soon as it was proclaimed.  Ben Gurion
was under both international and domestic pressure to delay the
official establishment of the State. He felt that if the historical
opportunity was lost it might not return and chose to declare the
State despite the situation.  (See source 1)

Discussion:  It is always fun to second guess history and an interesting discussion
can be “what if?”  What if the state was actually proclaimed later as a result of
diplomacy, without the War of Independence – how would that affect the
character  of the State? The myth of an embattled people triumphant against all
odds? Would that effect  the Jewish  perception of the State of Israel?

1. The following year the first Knesset enacted a law declaring the 5th day of the
month of Iyar as a national holiday called Yom HaAtzmaut - Independence Day.
(see source 2)   The 5th of Iyar was chosen over the 20th of Tammuz - the
anniversary of Herzl’s death - or the 11th of Adar which was “Yom HaHagana”
commemorating the battle of Tel Chai.

Discussion: What were the possible reasons/significance for suggesting each of
these dates? Why do you think they weren’t chosen? Why was the 5th of Iyar
chosen? Note how different dates are important in different eras. Today almost no
one remembers the 11th of Adar. Would we have remembered the 5th of Iyar if a
different date had been chosen?

2. In Israel Yom HaAtzmaut is an official day off (much appreciated in a country
lacking in Sundays). In the earlier years of the State the main celebrations
centered on public gathering and celebrations in the streets at night, military
parades in the day. Today public Israeli rock and pop concerts in city squares
and parks are more common in the evening.  Most Israelis spend the day itself
going on picnics and having BBQs, hiking and nature walking, visiting etc. All
national parks, archeological and historical sites are open to the public free of
charge as are army bases and police training centers.  Military museums are
also opened free of charge. Annual events include the ceremony of granting
the "Israel Prize,” recognizing individual Israelis for their unique contribution to
the country's culture, science, arts, and the humanities, and the World Bible
Contest, both of which are televised.
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Discussion: Do the ways Israelis choose to celebrate officially and personally
reflect their  feelings toward the State? In what ways?

b. Yom HaZikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut
i. Yom HaZikaron is observed on the 4th of the Hebrew month of

Iyar. This state holiday honors veterans and fallen soldiers of the
State of Israel and the Israel Defense Force who died in the
modern Arab Israeli conflict.  In recent years Yom HaZikaron also
commemorates civilians murdered by Palestinian acts of terror.

ii. In 1949 the army decided to investigate the possibility of
dedicating a specific date to consolidate all the different
memorial services for the fallen of the various military branches.
The choice of dates was not obvious. Three dates were
suggested: Lag B’Omer (a date that recalls Jewish valor in Roman
Times), the 11th of Adar (the Hagana Day- recalling the battle Tel
Chai and the modern Jewish fighters), or as  part of Yom
HaAtzmaut. At first Ben Gurion decided to combine the day with
Yom HaAtzmaut by including a memorial ceremony at the
beginning of the festivities (as exists in many communities in the
Diaspora today) and adding the laying of wreaths as one of the
day’s activities.  In 1950 such was the intention but the
Organization of Bereaved Parents objected. They argued that the
memory of the fallen deserved a day in its own right and not just
an addition to Yom HaAtzmaut.  As a result a compromise was
reached in which the memorial ceremonies were separated from
Independence day events and moved up to Thursday the 3rd of
Iyar (the 5th fell that year on Shabbat). Thus was set the custom of
commemorating the fallen near but not on Yom HaAtzmaut. In
1951 an official decision was made to commemorate Yom
HaZikaron always on the day before Yom HaAtzmaut.

iii.  The day includes many national ceremonies for the fallen
soldier, in which senior public officials and military officers are
present. Yom HaZikaron opens the preceding evening at 8:00
pm, with a one-minute siren during which most Israelis stand in
silence, commemorating the fallen and showing respect. Many
communities hold community services right after the siren,
recalling the fallen through personal stories, singing songs about
war and loss and saying prayers for the souls of the fallen
soldiers. A two-minute siren is heard the following morning, at
11:00, which marks the opening of the official memorial
ceremonies and private remembrance gatherings which are held
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at each cemetery where soldiers are buried. Schools hold their
own services and children are dressed in blue and white.

iv. The media that day is dedicated to shows depicting fallen
soldiers and victims as well as their families coping with their
loss. The radio plays sad music from  a large repertoire of ballads
and music written about the wars and their victims found in
Israeli music. (see source 3)

v. Memorial day in Israel is a day of raw emotions of sorrow and
loss.  In Israel time has not dulled the pain and many losses are
relatively new, being recalled first-hand by family and friends. It
is not as much about a nation paying respect to its forbears as a
day of mourning for fallen children, parents and brothers. (see
source 4)

vi. The official "switch" from Yom HaZikaron to Yom HaAtzmaut
takes place a few minutes after sundown, with a ceremony on
Mount Herzl in Jerusalem in which the flag is raised from half
staff (due to Yom HaZikaron) to the top of the pole. The
president of Israel delivers a speech of congratulations, and
soldiers representing the army, navy, and air force parade with
their flags. In recent decades this small-scale parade has replaced
the large-scale daytime parade, which was the main event
during the 1950s and '60s. The evening parade is followed by a
torch lighting (hadlakat masuot) ceremony, which marks the
country's achievements in all spheres of life.

vii. The message of linking these two days is clear: Israelis owe their
independence--the very existence of the state--to the soldiers
who sacrificed their lives for it. This sentiment is expressed
movingly in Natan Alterman’s poem “The Silver Platter” which is
traditionally read at memorial services. (see source 5).   Despite
the strong feeling of connection between the two days in recent
years, perhaps because unfortunately more and more families
are joining the ranks of the bereaved, or due to a change in
public sentiment and sensitivity, there have been suggestions of
separating the two days. It is argued that the sudden swing from
mourning to celebrations is too much for the bereaved to bear.
(see source 6)

viii. Another interesting question raised by the proximity of dates is a
change in perception about which day impacts Israeli society
more strongly.  It is clear that the “founding fathers” of the state
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envisioned Yom HaAtzmaut as the focus and Yom HaZikaron as
a preliminary leading up to it. Yom HaAtzmaut was legally
declared a national holiday in which there is officially no work.
Yom HaZikaron was established when the government accepted
the recommendation of the Committee for Memory of the Fallen
Soldiers. It is not an official day off. However, partially due to it
being the eve of Yom HaAtzmaut and partially since many have
memorial services to attend it has turned de facto into a partial
day of work with most businesses closing early as on Erev
Shabbat. It can be argued that the hope of the early years was
that Israel would follow in the path of most Western nations,
whose memorial days gradually lost their importance and
impact as the years pass and the fallen are forgotten.  However
the Israeli reality has been one of continual  war and losses with
more and more of the population being directly affected. At the
same time the ideals of nationalism and Zionism have become
less evident on the national psyche as the Zionist dream became
reality. As such the emotional impact and relevance of Yom
HaZikaron has increased over the years and it has acquired a
quasi-religious aura as a “holy” day meaningful to secular Israeli
society. There are some who say that as such it eclipses the
celebrations of Yom HaAtzmaut in Israeli consciousness today.

c. The Religious Significance of Yom HaAtzmaut
i. Jews with a religious outlook on life find religious significance in

the renewal of Jewish Independence. The State of Israel is
perceived as the answer to millennia of prayers for a renewal of
Jewish political power in our ancestral land. It is recognized as a
divine kindness allowing the Jewish people a measure of safety
in an often anti-semitic world.  For some it is seen as a herald of
the final redemption. (see for instance in the prayer for the State
of  Israel composed by S.Y. Agnon- source 7). These perceptions
of the day and the events it signifies elicit in the believer feelings
of thanksgiving and joy that require religious expression. This
need for a religious framework for the day has generated both
debate and ritual.  In Israel, this side of the day has evolved
mainly among the religious Zionists and it is interesting to
examine the questions, debates and forms it has given rise to.

ii. The first halachic difficulty posed by establishing the 5th of Iyar as
Yom HaAtzmaut was that this day falls in a period known as
Sfirat Haomer (the days between Passover and Shavuot); since
tannatic times this period as been observed as a period of
mourning. (The official reason for the mourning is the death of
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24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva in a plague. Some explain the
plague as defeat at the hands of the Romans during the Bar
Kochba revolt). Observant Jews refrain from wearing new
clothes, holding celebrations or attending public forms of
entertainment, cutting their hair etc.  During such a time the
celebrating of Yom HaAtzmaut requires rabbinic recognition
that the “miracles” celebrated are of such significance and
importance to all of the Jewish people that they override the
mourning observed due to Sfira. (see source 8)

iii. Even once the day is recognized as a holiday worthy of
celebrating, the question arises of what form such celebrations
should take. The most debated question is whether or not to
recite Hallel.  Hallel is a set of Psalms, a prayer of thanksgiving,
traditionally added to the morning service on the three regalim,
Rosh Hodesh, Chanukah and Purim. The Babylonian Talmud
states: Our Rabbis have taught: who composed Hallel?  The
prophets decreed it for Israel, to be recited on festivals, and also
whenever they are delivered from trouble." The ensuing halachic
debate concerns whether Yom HaAtzmaut answers this criterion
or not and whether Hallel should be recited with or without a
blessing. For those who rule against saying Hallel the question of
what to do about Tachanun (a penitential section of the morning
service omitted on holidays or congregational celebrations)
arises. The varying responsa are a mix of legalistic concerns and
ideology (see source 9). Officially the Chief Rabbinate has
declared the day a holiday with an obligation to say Hallel with a
blessing.  Most, but not all, religious Zionist communities in Israel
act accordingly.  Many (especially outside of Israel) try to equate
halachic rulings on this issue with Zionist fervor. While there is
definitely an ideological influence on the halachic discourse it is
not only about ideology but also about legalistic interpretations
which lead to some anomalies. The most obvious of these is the
practice of Yeshivat  Merkaz Harav Kook  (the very source the
ideology that sees the State as something intrinsically holy)
where Hallel is said without a blessing (due to a different  legal
interpretation). It is interesting also to note that these issues are
much more fervently debated by the modern religious
communities outside of Israel than those within, who seem to
have reached a modus vivendi on a community by community
basis.

iv. Last year’s events surrounding the Gaza withdrawal caused
renewed debate on the Hallel issue as a reflection of the
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questions troubling the religious Zionist community regarding
their relationship to a State that they felt had turned on Jews,
forcefully expelling them from their homes, betraying the ideals
of Zionism and the right of Jews to settle the land. There were
some who called for not celebrating Yom HaAtzmaut or saying
Hallel but most authorities and people continued to celebrate as
before, believing that the state itself is essentially a “miracle,”
worthy of our thanks and praise to G-d, regardless of its present
policies or government. (see source 10)

v. Alongside the halachic debate, rituals and traditions have
evolved to make the day one of festive thanksgiving.  On the eve
of Yom HaAtzmaut festive services are held as part of the Maariv
(evening) prayer (see source 11). The congregation dresses in
holiday clothes, sometimes in blue and white. After the services
families or communities gather for a  “Seudat Hoda’ah,” Meal of
Thanksgiving. The table may be decked in white and blue,
candles lit.  there have been creative attempts to compose a
special “Kiddush” for the meal or special “haggadot.” As opposed
to the evening prayer no standard texts  have been  widely
accepted to date. The following day Shacharit, the morning
prayer, contains festive additions and a special Haftorah from
Isaiah 10-11 is read. The rest of the day is usually spent hiking
and picnicking along with the rest of the populace.

Conclusion:

Yom HaZikaron and Yom HaAztmaut are intrinsically “Israeli” holidays. As such the way
Israelis celebrate, the content and form they give to these days reflect the changing
realities and sentiments in contemporary Israeli society. However, the fact that Jews all
over the world have adopted Yom HaAtzmaut as  a holiday of their own is a sign of the
connection between Jews the world over as well as an indication of the impact that
the State of Israel has on Jewish life. Understanding and discussing Israeli perceptions,
concerns and customs connected with this day can help Diaspora Jews understand
Israeli society and perhaps enrich their own celebrations by adding new elements or
awareness about the State of Israel, its role in Jewish life and its meaning for every
individual Jew.

Suggestions:
An interesting classroom activity can be to devise a program for Yom HaAtzmaut or to
compose a special prayer, Kiddush for the day.
Another possibility is to use the day to explore personal attachments, meaning toward
Israel (see source 12)
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Sources

1. The Declaration of the establishment of the State of Israel

ERETZ-ISRAEL (the Land of Israel) was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their
spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first attained to
statehood, created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to
the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout
their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the
restoration in it of their political freedom.

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive
generation to re-establish themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades
they returned in their masses. Pioneers, ma'pilim (immigrants coming to Eretz-Israel in
defiance of restrictive legislation) and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived
the Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community
controlling its own economy and culture, loving peace but knowing how to defend
itself, bringing the blessings of progress to all the country's inhabitants, and aspiring
towards independent nationhood.

In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the spiritual father of the Jewish State,
Theodore Herzl, the First Zionist Congress convened and proclaimed the right of the
Jewish people to national rebirth in its own country.

This right was recognized in the Balfour Declaration of the 2nd November, 1917, and
re-affirmed in the Mandate of the League of Nations which, in particular, gave
international sanction to the historic connection between the Jewish people and
Eretz-Israel and to the right of the Jewish people to rebuild its National Home.

The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people — the massacre of millions of
Jews in Europe — was another clear demonstration of the urgency of solving the
problem of its homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which
would open the gates of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish
people the status of a fully privileged member of the community of nations.

Survivors of the Nazi holocaust in Europe, as well as Jews from other parts of the
world, continued to migrate to Eretz-Israel, undaunted by difficulties, restrictions and
dangers, and never ceased to assert their right to a life of dignity, freedom and honest
toil in their national homeland.
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In the Second World War, the Jewish community of this country contributed its full
share to the struggle of the freedom- and peace-loving nations against the forces of
Nazi wickedness and, by the blood of its soldiers and its war effort, gained the right to
be reckoned among the peoples who founded the United Nations.

On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a
resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel; the General
Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such steps as were necessary
on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This recognition by the United
Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like
all other nations, in their own sovereign State.

ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL AND OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE
ASSEMBLED ON THE DAY OF THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE OVER
ERETZ-ISRAEL AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND ON THE
STRENGTH OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HEREBY DECLARE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN ERETZ-ISRAEL, TO BE
KNOWN AS THE STATE OF ISRAEL.

WE DECLARE that, with effect from the moment of the termination of the Mandate
being tonight, the eve of Sabbath, the 6th Iyar, 5708 (15th May, 1948), until the
establishment of the elected, regular authorities of the State in accordance with the
Constitution which shall be adopted by the Elected Constituent Assembly not later
than the 1st October 1948, the People's Council shall act as a Provisional Council of
State, and its executive organ, the People's Administration, shall be the Provisional
Government of the Jewish State, to be called "Israel".

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of
the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its
inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the
prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its
inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion,
conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all
religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL is prepared to cooperate with the agencies and representatives
of the United Nations in implementing the resolution of the General Assembly of the
29th November, 1947, and will take steps to bring about the economic union of the
whole of Eretz-Israel.

WE APPEAL to the United Nations to assist the Jewish people in the building-up of its
State and to receive the State of Israel into the comity of nations.
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WE APPEAL — in the very midst of the onslaught launched against us now for months
— to the Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel to preserve peace and participate in
the up building of the State on the basis of full and equal citizenship and due
representation in all its provisional and permanent institutions.

WE EXTEND our hand to all neighbouring states and their peoples in an offer of peace
and good neighbourliness, and appeal to them to establish bonds of cooperation and
mutual help with the sovereign Jewish people settled in its own land. The State of
Israel is prepared to do its share in a common effort for the advancement of the entire
Middle East.

WE APPEAL to the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora to rally round the Jews of
Eretz-Israel in the tasks of immigration and up building and to stand by them in the
great struggle for the realization of the age-old dream — the redemption of Israel.

PLACING OUR TRUST IN THE ALMIGHTY, WE AFFIX OUR SIGNATURES TO THIS
PROCLAMATION AT THIS SESSION OF THE PROVISIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE, ON THE
SOIL OF THE HOMELAND, IN THE CITY OF TEL-AVIV, ON THIS SABBATH EVE, THE 5TH
DAY OF IYAR, 5708 (14TH MAY,1948).

David Ben-Gurion, Rabbi Kalman Kahana, Aharon Zisling, Yitzchak Ben Zvi, Saadia
Kobashi, Daniel Auster, Rachel Cohen, David Zvi Pinkas, Mordekhai Bentov, Moshe
Kolodny, Eliyahu Berligne, Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Levin, Eliezer Kaplan, Fritz Bernstein,
Abraham Katznelson, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Meir David Loewenstein, Felix Rosenblueth,
Meir Grabovsky, David Remez, Yitzchak Gruenbaum, Zvi Luria, Berl Repetur, Dr.
Abraham Granovsky, Golda Myerson, Mordekhai Shattner, Nachum Nir, Ben Zion
Sternberg, Eliyahu Dobkin, Zvi Segal, Bekhor Shitreet, Meir Wilner-Kovner, Rabbi
Yehuda Leib Hacohen Fishman, Moshe Shapira, Zerach Wahrhaftig, Moshe Shertok,
Herzl Vardi

2. http://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/independence_day_law.htm

3. For a selection of such songs see:
http://www.wujs.org.il/activist/learning/festivals/yom_hazikaron/yom_hazikaron_
poems.shtml

4.   For a personal account of Yom HaZikaron see:
http://www.jewishsf.com/bk030523/supp13a.shtml

5. The Silver Platter

http://www.knesset.gov.il/laws/special/eng/independence_day_law.htm
http://www.wujs.org.il/activist/learning/festivals/yom_hazikaron/yom_hazikaron_
http://www.jewishsf.com/bk030523/supp13a.shtml
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Nathan Alterman (translated by David P. Stern)
...And the land will grow still
Crimson skies dimming, misting
Slowly paling again
Over smoking frontiers

As the nation stands up
Torn at heart but existing
To receive its first wonder
In two thousand years

As the moment draws near
It will rise, darkness facing
Stand straight in the moonlight
In terror and joy

...When across from it step out
Towards it slowly pacing
In plain sight of all
A young girl and a boy

Dressed in battle gear, dirty
Shoes heavy with grime
On the path they will climb up
While their lips remain sealed

To change garb, to wipe brow
They have not yet found time
Still bone weary from days
And from nights in the field

Full of endless fatigue
And all drained of emotion
Yet the dew of their youth
Is still seen on their head

Thus like statues they stand
Stiff and still with no motion
And no sign that will show
If they live or are dead

Then a nation in tears
And amazed at this matter
Will ask: who are you?
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And the two will then say

With soft voice: We--
Are the silver platter
On which the Jews' state
Was presented today

Then they fall back in darkness
As the dazed nation looks
And the rest can be found
In the history books.

6. http://www.jerusalemdiaries.com/article/12

7. Our Father in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of Israel, the
first manifestation of the approach of our redemption. Shield it with Your
lovingkindness, envelope it in Your peace, and bestow Your light and truth
upon its leaders, ministers, and advisors, and grace them with Your good
counsel. Strengthen the hands of those who defend our holy land, grant them
deliverance, and adorn them in a mantle of victory. Ordain peace in the land
and grant its inhabitants eternal happiness. Lead them, swiftly and upright, to
Your city Zion and to Jerusalem, the abode of Your Name, as is written in the
Torah of Your servant Moses: “Even if your outcasts are at the ends of the world,
from there the Lord your God will gather you, from there He will fetch you. And
the Lord your God will bring you to the land that your fathers possessed, and
you shall possess it; and He will make you more prosperous and more
numerous than your fathers.” Draw our hearts together to revere and venerate
Your name and to observe all the precepts of Your Torah, and send us quickly
the Messiah son of David, agent of Your vindication, to redeem those who
await Your deliverance.

Manifest yourself in the splendor of Your boldness before the eyes of all inhabitants of
Your world, and may everyone endowed with a soul affirm that the Lord, God of Israel,
is king and his dominion is absolute. Amen forevermore.

8. Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin (Moadim BaHalacha p.371) in a celebrated passage,
rules that we do not tear (our garments in a sign of mourning) upon seeing Arei
Yehuda (cities of Judah) after the establishment of our beloved Medinat
Yisrael.  This ruling appears to be supported by the Magen Avraham (561:1) and
Mishna Brura (561:2) who rule that one should tear upon Arei Yehuda even if
Jews inhabit these cities, if non-Jews maintain sovereign control of the
area.  The implication is if Jews enjoy sovereign control over Arei Yehuda then

http://www.jerusalemdiaries.com/article/12
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there is no need for Kria (rending of garments).  ….This Halacha has enormous
implications for our observance of Yom Haatzmaut.  This Halacha teaches that
we mourn the loss of Jewish sovereignty over Eretz Yisrael.  Thus, we must
celebrate the restoration of Jewish sovereignty over portions of Eretz
Yisrael….Moreover, Rav Yehuda Amital, Rav Menachem Genack and others
have noted that the Rambam Hilchot Chanukah 3:1, which is cited by the
Mishna Brura in his introduction to Hilchot Chanukah, notes that we celebrate
Chanukah in part because of the restoration of Jewish sovereignty over Eretz
Yisrael for more than two hundred years.

See also relating to a relationship between Yom HaAtzmaut is during sfira:
http://www.torahmitzion.org/eng/resources/show.asp?id=180
For the religious significance of Yom HaAtzmaut see.
http://www.vbm-torah.org/yyerush/atz59.htm

9. An excellent (if long and legalistic) survey of the halachic and ideological
considerations about saying Hallel :
http://www.midreshetharova.org.il/onlinetorah/archive/holidays/yomhaatzma
ut5764.php

10. http://www.yeshiva.org.il/ask/Eng/print.asp?id=2183
and

www.rza.org/sbs%5CSBS%20Behar%201066.pdf

11. From the Rinat Yisrael Prayer Book (Orthodox):

"Festival clothing is worn and then the community gathers in the synagogue... the
evening prayer is recited in a festive melody.. .The cantor recites the following, and the
congregation repeats:
Hear 0 Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one.
The Lord is God (3 times)

The cantor recites the following, and the congregation repeats:
May He who has performed miracles for our ancestors and for us and Who has
redeemed us from slavery to freedom, redeem us speedily with the ultimate
redemption. May He gather our scattered ones from the four corners of the earth, all of
Israel becoming comrades. Now let us respond: Amen

The cantor reads: (from Numbers 10:9-10)
When you are at war in your own land against an aggressor who attacks you, you shall
sound short blasts on the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the Lord
your God and be delivered from your enemies. And on your joyous occasions, your
fixed festivals and new moon days, you shall sound the trumpets over your burnt

http://www.torahmitzion.org/eng/resources/show.asp
http://www.vbm-torah.org/yyerush/atz59.htm
http://www.midreshetharova.org.il/onlinetorah/archive/holidays/yomhaatzma
http://www.yeshiva.org.il/ask/Eng/print.asp
www.rza.org/sbs%5CSBS%20Behar%201066.pdf
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offerings and your sacrifices of well-being. They shall be a reminder of you before the
Lord your God: I the Lord am your God."

The Shofar is blown with one long blast and all declare:
Next year in rebuilt Jerusalem

The entire congregation recites:
"May it be your will, Lord, our God and the God of our forefathers, just as we have
merited the start of the redemption, may we also be worthy to hear the sound of the
Shofar of the Messiah, speedily in our days."

The following Psalm (126) is sung to the tune of Hatikvah:
A Song of Ascents.
When the Lord restores the fortunes of Zion - we see it as a dream - our mouths shall
be filled with laughter, our tongues, with songs of joy. Then shall they say among the
nations, "The Lord has done great things for them!" The Lord will do great things for us
and we shall rejoice. Restore our fortunes, 0 Lord, like water courses in the Negev. They
who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. Though he goes along weeping, carrying
the seed-bag, he shall come back with songs of joy, carrying his sheaves"

The "Ani Maamin" is sung:
I believe with complete faith in the coming of the Messiah, and even though he may
tarry, nevertheless I anticipate every day that he will come.

Congregants greet each other:
Joyous holidays towards full redemption!

A festive meal is eaten accompanied by songs of praise. During the meal candles
should be lit"

See also: A source book for Yom HaAtzmaut from the UJR:
http://urj.org/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_id=5119&destination=ShowI
tem

A Yom HaAtzmaut haggada from the kibbutz site on holidays:
http://www.chagim.org.il/atz30.html

12.
 Educational activities for Yom HaAtzmaut from WUJIS dealing with
personal connection with the State):
http://www.wujs.org.il/activist/programmes/programmes/index.shtml#yomha

http://urj.org/_kd/Items/actions.cfm
http://www.chagim.org.il/atz30.html
http://www.wujs.org.il/activist/programmes/programmes/index.shtml#yomha



