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Zalman wandered the world confused 92772 D2i¥2 223100 VAN
Asked himself: “Who am | and what for? MIN D INYY NN ONY

| am a farmer | have acres of land ’553:11
And | run it all 217) NVY >b W ONIPN MIN
| grow fruit and vegetables 90 NN 97N M)
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Take care to fertilize and to water
| am the ruler of this piece of the world.”
And then a heavenly voice spoke out:

Zalman that’s not you NPR N9 1Y 9

Look, it's the shmitta fallow year VY MY ,.m,m A9
The field flourishes Ajnt‘t” ,b: :’:7’: ﬂnrwﬂ
without your help 15_-”_373 NY AN

You are not your land
You are just

Zalman phoned here and there IYPNN I3 VIV NPIN
Told himself “l am the boss of my time JNIIY INDD
| just make a little call DY ©I2N NN INNYI DN
And right away all’s fixed JIALYR)
| have status around the clock Y192V NN DN PO
Non-stop career, stocks and shares R
I'm always ready for every surprise.” VIV IIOD TN

And hop! A heavenly voice spoke out: _m’\?‘? 01 TN IEAZ:
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Zalman that’s not you
Here comes the Sabbath Bride
Now you’re going to rest
Your people are those who pray
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Your status is not you 9991
Your land is not you NN XY T
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Zalman looked at his good wife 2010 INYND VAN IIT
Like a protective oak she spreads her ~ N2°8 NWI0 NON PN 10N

“Been with her for years, | am her NI NP2 PTY)
husband N9INT NNAYRN TN NOPN
And still we sleep spoons in bed mopv ,;’bnNJ;wN N

We've built a wonderful family together
And she’s a woman of valor, real sexy
And me, who am I? I'm her husband.”
And then a heavenly voice spoke out:
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Zalman that’s not you NY NoD JIONY NYIRD

The woman with you isn’t really with
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So you’'ve gotten it completely wrong A9y NY NPN
You are not her husband j‘mm: NY nf::-ug
You are not your status TPRIN N NDON
You are not your land 7OV NHN

You are just

Zalman lay back in his salon armchair 117932 X910 5Y 212v) 1971
Looked at the walls and glanced out of NP0 MIPPD DY V1IN
the window _ Yonon
“My home is my castle, it’s like a 23 RN IID Y
kingdom” N2

\ - 9
And again a heavenly voice called out: MIPN] 71D NI NNY2 V)

Zalman that’s not you
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It's sukkot now - go out to your PN XD NN
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You nouveauriche, don’t be down " 2389
Look up at the stars winking through DIYNPD Tu,:?’:? van
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Your house is not you APN ND 7902
Your wife is not you NHN ND THYIN
Your status is not you AHN ND 7119
Nor is your land you NN NI JTONTN 0)
You are just 7019 NHN
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Zalman asked his ailing father
“How do | define myself in this world?”
“You are my son,” said his wise father
And closed his eyes forever
The father was buried in the ground
And Kalman his grandson given his
name
And Zalman remained with the same
question
And a heavenly voice called out with
the answer:

Zalman you are he who questions
He who always gets mixed up
Between what is yours and who you
are
Between your work and the meaning
of your world
Zalman that’s not you

When will you finally connect up with

yourself?
You are not your property
Not your success
You are not your surroundings
Not even your question
You are just Zalman....
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1. Shmittais the sabbatical year for the land. Every seven years, the land in
Israel is left fallow, according to Biblical commandments.

2. On Shabbat, the Sabbath, observant Jews refrain from work.

3. Niddah is the custom that dictates a husband and wife refrain from

touching during the menstrual period.

4. For the 7 days of the festival of Sukkot, the family spends its time in a make-
shift booth, a Sukkah, whose thatched roof must be open to the stars.
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Zalman keeps getting tripped up by identifying himself either by his material
possessions of his relation to others.

In what ways do you define yourself?

How do you imagine the heavenly voice might respond to your definition?

[ Kobi Oz sums up mitzvoth, commandments, as “pilates for the personality”. ]

Do you relate to mitzvoth in the same way?

Is your Judaism also a form of discipline, or is it an unlimited route to freedom, or
something else?

[ “Your Children are not your Children,” states Khalil Gibran in The Prophet. ]

If your children are not your children, and your wife not your wife, do we ever own
anything?

Does this ecumenical teaching resonate with your understanding of Judaism?
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