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REVIEW QUOTES: 

 
Consider these quotes individually. What does each add to your 
understanding of Amos Oz and his work? Do you agree with the claims they 
make?  
 
"There are no single straight lines in Oz's narratives; for him, all things are 
plural. The family house where he grew up; the languages spoken by his 
family; the complex personalities of its members; the books that crowded the 
shelves of his widely read parents and turned the boy into "a word child"; the 
recurrent references to his mother and her death when the boy was just 12 (a 
death that, we learn halfway through the book, was a suicide); the state about 
to be born in a world still bloody from the war; the crowds of refugees and 
pioneers and survivors that peopled it; Oz's literary masters, ranging from 
Chekhov (in Hebrew) to Sherwood Anderson (in English): Every event, every 
factual detail, every discovery opens myriad doors to other events, facts and 
unexpected revelations." 
--Alberto Manguel, The Washington Post Book World 
 
"In a memoir as effulgent as his fiction, this internationally celebrated, 
capaciously observant, and bedazzling writer unfurls the complex story of his 
fascinating family history, one that encompasses the heartbreaks of the 
Diaspora and the Holocaust, and brings to vivid life the violence, fury, fear, 
determination, and sorrow that brought Israel into being, and that set in 
motion the intractable conflicts that still rage today. But for all its acute 
anecdotal and philosophical parsing of the larger world, this generous, 
gracefully meandering, many voiced, eventful, gently funny, and often magical 
reminiscence revolves most around Oz's mother and her tragic death." 
--Booklist 
 
"A Tale of Love and Darkness ultimately amounts to the founding story of 
Israel as told through a child’s eyes—a kind of Zionist What Maisie Knew. At a 
time when Zionism is under question, the book provides a dramatic, yet liberal 
justification for Israel’s existence." 
--David Remnick, The New Yorker 
 

"Amos Oz, Israel's best-known contemporary novelist, has written a memoir of 
a childhood spent in the last days of the British Mandate and the first days of 
the Jewish state which in its sheer literary force outstrips even the richest of 
his novels. Some of this power derives from the prose itself — brooding, lyric, 
even incantatory — and from sentences engorged with emotion and 
reminiscence. But most of A Tale of Love and Darkness's energy is generated 
by Oz's elegant use of the friction between the personal and the political." 

--Benjamin Balint, National Review 
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OTHER BOOKS BY AMOS OZ AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH: 
 
 
My Michael (Alfred A. Knopf, 1972) 
A Perfect Place (Harcourt, 1985) 
Where the Jackals Howl (Harcourt, 1981) 
The Hill of Evil Counsel (Harcourt, 1978) 
Fima (Harcourt, 1993) 
To Know a Woman (Harcourt, 1991) 
Touch the Water, Touch the Wind (Harcourt, 1974) 
Panther in the Basement (Harcourt, 1997) 
Elsewhere, Perhaps (Harvest, 1985) 
Soumchi (Harcourt, 1995) 
Israel, Palestine, and Peace (Harvest, 1995) 
In the Land of Israel (Harcourt, 1983) 
Black Box (Harcourt, 1988) 
The Slopes of Lebanon (Harcourt, 1989) 
The Same Sea (Vintage, 2002) 
Essays (Harcourt, 1989) 
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