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REVIEW QUOTES:

Consider the quotes below. What does each add to your understanding of
Batya Gur and her work? Do you agree with the claims they make?

"Israeli author Gur's outstanding police procedural, her fifth Michael Ohayon
mystery (after 1998's Murder Duet), can hold its own with the best work of
P.D. James. Chief Superintendent Ohayon, a restrained and understated
figure who will remind many of James's Adam Dalgleish, investigates the
brutal murder of an attractive young woman . . . Gur excels at creating living,
breathing secondary characters, and in Ohayon she has fashioned a three-
dimensional, intelligent and empathetic hero whose patience and compassion
lead him to the tragic truth.”

--Publishers Weekly

"Risk-taking Zahara was such a lightning rod for deep-seated emotions of
every kind that Ohayon and his volatile special cops--a team that finds
bickering as natural as breathing--confront a suspect list rich in possibilities.
As usual, the investigation is more hit or miss than purposeful, but in the end
justice is served in Ohayon's own style. Gur hasn't outgrown the usual
blemishes of this series (Murder Duet, 2003, etc.): thin plotting, shaky prose,
characterization that too often echoes soap opera. Even so, her Jerusalem
still fascinates."

--Kirkus Reviews

"Gur takes infinite care with the exacting studies of the characters who give
her stories their extraordinary vitality . . . Although Ohayon is charged with
solving the brutal homicide of a fashionable Yemenite woman found strangled
and beaten in the attic of an unoccupied house in the residential district of
Baka, his secondary mission here is to defuse the tensions among residents
of the packed houses on these narrow street . . . The social dynamic on the
bustling streets that come to vivid life in Vivian Eden's translation from the
Hebrew is almost entirely negative. Even as they reach for euphemisms to
speak of the "troubles" or the "disturbances" consuming their nation, the
residents of Baka keep fueling the flames with hatred for their own next-door
neighbors."

--Marilyn Stasio, The New York Time Book Review

"Batya Gur is a skillful observer of various milieus and the sensibilities within

Israeli society . . . It takes an uncompromising analyst like Batya Gur to make
an outsider understand the compliated nuances of a seemingly homogeneous
society.

--Standard
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"There is a substantial measure of courage and talent here, hidden under the
prestext of an amiable detective novel."
--Le Monde

"Batya Gur, a writer and critic almost single-handedly responsible for making
the detective novel a flourishing genre in Israeli letters, died on May 19 [2005]
in Jerusalem . . .While Ms. Gur's novels were ostensibly police procedurals,
they were no ordinary whodunits. Her mysteries were less about the death of
the body than they were sustained, thoughtful explorations of the life of the
mind."

--Margalit Fox, from an obituary in The New York Times

OTHER BOOKS BY BAYTA GUR AVAILABE IN ENGLISH:

Murder Duet: A Musical Case (Harper Collins, 1999)

Murder on a Kibbutz: A Communal Case (Harper Collins, 1994)

Literary Murder: A Critical Case (Harper Collins, 1993)

The Saturday Morning Murder: A Psychoanalytic Case (Harper Collins, 1993)
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